


Congratulations to the 2014 Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees. Your achievements are 
impressive and you represent the strong athletic organizations within our collective communities and schools. We are 
honored to bring you all together for this event and recognition.

The creation of the Hall of Fame has been a dream and goal of the Minnewaska Laker 
Foundation since our inception in 2007. We are beyond pleased with the Hall of Fame 
committee’s work to bring this dream to reality and are thankful for the community 
participation in support of our efforts to recognize the inductees. 

We know that participation in extra-curricular activities contributes to providing valu-
able lessons in teamwork, sportsmanship and hard work, self-discipline and leadership, 
building self-confidence, and developing skills that last a lifetime. This is what sparked 
the development of the Minnewaska Laker Foundation, to ensure students have these 
opportunities for years to come. 

We invite you to support our Foundation and also to continue to support the Hall of 
Fame by nominating athletes for future consideration. More information can be found 
on our website www.MinnewaskaLakerFoundation.org. 

Again, congratulations to our 2014 Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic Hall of Fame 
Inductees, and thank you to everyone who worked so hard to create the Hall of Fame.

Sincerely,

Rick Ekstrand, President
Minnewaska Laker Foundation 

Congratulations to all the Inductees
A Letter from the Minnewaska Laker Foundation President

Rick Ekstrand
Minnewaska Laker Foundation President
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Thank You
Thanks to the following for helping us make this day a success.
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Minnewaska Area Schools and the Minnewaska Laker Foundation would like to congratulate the 2014 inductees 
of the Athletic Hall of Fame. They are outstanding “Keepers of the Game.”  Minnewaska Area Schools and the 
Minnewaska Laker Foundation are excited about this new Athletic Hall of Fame and inaugural class of inductees. 
The hall of fame will recognize athletic excellence from those who participated at the current Minnewaska Area 
High School (MAHS), as well as the former individual high schools in Glenwood, Starbuck and Villard that 
currently make up MAHS. The Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic Hall of Fame 2014 inductees are:

John Benson
   Glenwood High School - Class of 1946
   Presented by Dave McClurg
   Accepted by Steve Nestor

Norris Stenson
   Starbuck High School - Class of 1954
   Presented by Norris Stenson, Jr.

David Tank
   Villard High School - Class of 1963
   Presented by Julie Kennedy (daughter)

Bill Gilman
   Glenwood High School - Class of 1965
   Presented by Muriel Gilman (sister)
   Accepted by Thurston and Will Gilman (sons)

Robert “Bob” Nelson
   Starbuck High School - Class of 1968
   Presented by Matt Pederson
   Accepted by Bobbi Schmidt (daughter)

Todd Brenden
   Starbuck High School - Class of 1969
   Presented by Mychal Brenden (son) 
   and Jenny Yehlen (daughter)

1973 Glenwood Boys’ Track & Field Team
State Class A Champions
   Presented by Dave McClurg
   Team presented by Coach Gasser
   Members include Coach Dale Gasser, Coach Gunnar      
   Fosker, Tom Mork, Dale Kramer, Rick Wheeler,                     
   Greg McIver, Bob Swanson and Mitch Long

The inductees are...

5:00 p.m............................................... Social Hour

6:00 p.m............................................... Welcome by Barb Ostrander, Minnewaska Laker Foundation

6:00 p.m............................................... Dinner

6:30 p.m............................................... Bill Mills, MAHS Director of Community Education & Activities

6:35 p.m............................................... Induction Ceremony, Dave “D-Mac” McClurg, KMGK Radio
     Master of Ceremonies
    

Program Schedule

John Gloege
   Glenwood High School - Class of 1974
   Presented by Dave Moe

Melrene Nygaard Millerbernd
   Starbuck High School - Class of 1977
   Presented by Matt Pederson

Carol Skurat Baumann
   Villard High School - Class of 1978
   Presented by Dave Dziengel

Tom Stackpool
   Glenwood High School - Class of 1978
   Presented by Don Swenson

Samantha Mattson Gulon
   Glenwood High School - Class of 1986
   Presented by Steve Knutson

Jennifer Mattson Wegner
   Glenwood High School - Class of 1988
   Presented by Arden Hyland

Brian Malyon
   Minnewaska Area High School - Class of 1993
   Presented by Steve Hill

Carrie Cooley
   Minnewaska Area High School - Class of 1998
   Presented by Steve Hoffmann



John Benson, a 1946 graduate at Glenwood 
High School (GHS), was an outstanding 
athlete in his years at GHS.   John played and 
excelled in football, basketball, track, golf and 
baseball.  He lettered in all five sports and was 
a captain of the basketball team. He earned 
a total of seven letters throughout his high 
school career. 

As quarterback, John called his own plays 
rather than having them come in from the 
head coach along the sidelines.  As a two-way 
player, he also played defense, which was much 
more common at that time than it is today.  
He earned two letters in football. In 1944, the 
football team had a 7-0 record and were the 
West Central Conference Champions.  They 
were not scored upon until the fifth game and 
finished the season with 239 points to the op-
ponents’ 27 points, which is an amazing statistic considering 
Alexandria and Willmar were both on the schedule!  The next 
year was almost as outstanding.  They had a 6-1 record.  One 
loss, to Benson in the sixth game, was the only blemish on the 
seven game schedule.   As a senior in 1946, John was on the All 
Conference Honorable Mention team as a defensive back, and 
as a quarterback was named one of the Minnesota State High 
School League’s Most Outstanding Players.

John was a member of the basketball team his junior and se-
nior years where he was captain of the team his senior year.  He 
earned two letters in basketball.   In 1946, John was on the bas-
ketball team that won the District Championship and were the 
Region 6 Runners-Up.   The team won 15 games and lost five 
in the 1945-46 basketball season and then went 
on to win the district championship.  
There were some incredible hap-
penings in this season.  In a regular 
season game against Alexandria, the 
Alexandria team was unable to make 
a field goal until the last minute of the 
game.  Final score:  34-13.  In a sub-
district tournament game, Glenwood 
was so superior that they declined to 
take a shot during the third quarter but 
controlled the ball throughout.  Final 
score:  44-17.  Then in the first game 
of the district tournament, the final 
gun sounded with Glenwood trailing 
Melrose 35-34 on the scoreboard.  The 
teams left the floor for the dressing 
rooms.  But wait, the officials called the 
teams back on the floor and said that 
John McLaury had been fouled before the 
game ended!  He made two free throws 
and Glenwood had won.  The final game 
of that tournament against Osakis went to 
two overtimes, the second of which was 
sudden-death, with Glenwood prevail-

ing 40-38. Joyce, John’s wife of 65 years, was a 
cheerleader for the basketball team, and also 
remembers well the excitement of the district 
games. John was nominated to the Individual 
All District and All Region basketball teams. 

Glenwood won the West Central Conference 
Championship in 1946.  John, captain of the 
Golden Horde, completed his final season 
with the Soo Liners in an impressive manner 
by playing his usual fine game at guard and by 
chalking up 11 points to lead his team in scor-
ing against Willmar in the championship game.  
They defeated Willmar 42 to 20.
Quote from the GHS senior yearbook:  “John 
Benson - He’s always cool, calm and collected, 
the mainstay of the basketball team.”
As quoted in the Glenwood newspaper:  “Much 
of the success of this year’s team goes to Cap-

tain John Benson for his able leadership on and off the floor.” 
John was placed on the 2nd team West Central All Conference 
Team.

John ran the ½ mile relay for the track team his junior year 
where he earned one letter.  He also golfed his junior year 
where he lettered.   In 1945 track became a major sport in 
Glenwood.  The team in that year won everything in sight - the 
West Central Conference, the district, the regional and sent 
nine men to the state tournament.  

He also played second base and shortstop in baseball his senior 
year where he lettered.   John was definitely an all around great 
athlete.

John was also the “G” Club president his senior year 
(the Letterman’s Club), Senior Class Vice-President, 
and a member of the National Honor Society. He 
was the 1946 Lions Club winner.  Here is a quote 
from the senior yearbook:  “The Lions Club Trophy 
is awarded annually to the senior athlete who has 
shown the best all-around leadership and citizen-
ship, who has participated in the most sports, and 
who ranks highest in scholarship.  The Min-
newaskan proudly hails John Benson…gentleman, 
scholar and athlete.”

Post high school, John enlisted in the U.S. Navy 
and played on the Navy basketball team in several 
Pacific ports of call, from New Zealand to Japan.  
After serving in the Navy, he graduated from the 
University of Minnesota. John’s three daughters 
and six grandchildren always knew their Dad 
and Grandfather was a good athlete, but he is 
a very modest person.  His daughters said that 
“Discovering the whole story of his high school 
accomplishments as he recently told us his sto-
ries has been a wonderful chance to share those 
days with him.”

John Benson
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Glenwood High School, 1946 Graduate



the next in overtime against Morris, and the final was a 53-52 
thriller with Wheaton.

As previously mentioned, there was just a single class of bas-
ketball in 1954 and the Region competition featured Alexan-
dria, Detroit Lakes, and Brainerd.  In the opening round Sten-
son scored 22 points but it wasn’t nearly enough to overcome 
Brainerd.  The final score was 67-49.  Brainerd continued win-
ning – all the way to the state championship.  Starbuck brought 
their season record to 22-3 with a win in the third place game 
by a 44-38 score over Detroit Lakes.

At the conclusion of his senior season, Norris Stenson was 
among the all-time scoring leaders in Minnesota history.  The 
following list is courtesy of Minnesota Basketball News.  They 
are the keeper of the list of 1000 point scorers.

 1731 Roger Lueck, ’54, Welcome
 1640 James Akason, ’52, Halstad
 1510 James Longtin, ’53, Marshall Central Catholic
 1480 Donald Snyder, ’53, Elmore
 1476 Milan Knezovich, ’49, Hibbing
 1449 Neil Bennett, ’53, Walker
 1401 Omar Larson, ’53, Granite Falls
 1376 Jim Smith, ’51, Brainerd
 1365 Ervin Mikkelson, ’52, Canby
 1303 Neil Fedson, ’49, Lyle
 1277 LeRoy German, ’53, Madelia
 1277 Warren Jeppeson, ’54 St. Louis Park
 1272 Norris Stenson, ’54, Starbuck
 1267 Paul Olson, ’53, Madelia
 1215 Jim Korth, ’45, Mankato Loyola

Stenson lived a few blocks from the school in Starbuck.  He 
frequently shot baskets on the outdoor court, often alone, 
often in the snow.  He gladly played in games when the older 
kids asked.  Later, Norrie would borrow the keys to the gym-
nasium from a janitor or from Superintendent Peterson.

During the summer months he worked for Starbuck Cement 
Products and he was always willing to haul a load late in the 
afternoon when others weren’t quite as ambitious.  He is ac-
tively involved with concrete today as the owner of Supreme 
Systems Inc. which is based out of Minneapolis.  They 
specialize in innovative systems for restoring commercial, 
industrial, and residential concrete floors.  They polished 
the concourse floors at the HHH Metrodome in 1991.

Being inducted to the Minnewaska Athletic Hall of Fame 
was a complete surprise to Stenson although he appre-
ciated that what had been accomplished 60 years ago 
was still of some significance today.  The conversation 
included good memories of teammates, team success, 
and how much he enjoyed playing for the young and 
energetic Coach Saari.  Norrie’s mother hadn’t seen him 
play in a basketball game until someone pointed out 
that Norrie was a real good player.  Once she started 
attending she didn’t miss any games.  Stenson said 
“She would have really enjoyed this Hall of Fame 
recognition.”

Norris Stenson
Starbuck High School,1954 Graduate

In 1954 young men 
graduating from Starbuck 
High School had the op-
portunity to participate 
in football, basketball, 
and baseball.  Starbuck 
had not yet joined a 
conference for athletic 
competition.  There was 
no playoff system in place 
for football while the 
tournament structure for 
basketball and baseball 
was limited to a single 
classification.

Region Six combatants 
included a number of 
schools that are now in 
Class AAA or AAAA.  
To win even a District championship was a significant accom-
plishment for a school the size of Starbuck.  It was something 
that hadn’t been done since Frank Noyes led the 1932 basket-
ball team to a District crown.

Norris Stenson earned varsity letters in all three sports but he 
clearly stood out on the basketball court.  He played regularly 
as a freshman for Coach William Saari and was the team’s 
top scorer for the next three seasons as they improved their 
win total from 15 to 16 to 22.  He scored over 400 points as a 
sophomore (18 ppg) and recorded a personal best 31 points 
in a game.  If anything, Saari had to encourage his 
scoring ace to take more shots and 
Stenson learned to pick up on 
the coach’s non-verbal cues in 
certain situations.

Stenson averaged over 15 points 
per game as a junior and senior 
but there were others also mak-
ing significant contributions to 
the team’s success.  The 1953 and 
1954 teams were the first Starbuck 
teams to average more than 60 
points per game for the season.  
Norm Opheim, Robert Billehus, 
and Larry Hagen were classmates 
of Stenson that had all played at 
least some varsity minutes together 
as far back as ninth grade.

The 1954 Bucks lost just twice in the 
regular season.  Those setbacks were 
to Glenwood and Ivanhoe.  Key wins 
were recorded over Benson, Glen-
wood, Morris, and Sauk Centre.  There 
was nothing easy about the march 
through District 21 as Starbuck won 
three games by a total of eight points.  
The first win was 50-45 versus Benson, 
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David Tank
Villard High School, 1963 Graduate

Former Villard Mallard star, David Tank, a 
1963 graduate of Villard High School, was 
an all-around athlete.  However, Dave is 
best known for his many basketball achieve-
ments.  Dave was the first 1,000 point scorer 
in Villard basketball history, an accomplish-
ment even more significant considering 
there were no 3 pointers at the time.  Dave 
also held the school single-game point 
record, 41 points, for many years.  

Prior to Dave’s senior year, coach Bob 
Blaine predicted they’d be a 50/50 team for 
the season as they had lost a lot of talent 
to graduation.  Instead, the team went on 
to win the Little Eight Conference in 1963.  
Dave was the captain, MVP, All-Conference, 
and with assistance from senior teammates 
Butch Judkins and Ted Reichmann they upset a strong Upsula 
team in the first round of the district tournament.  In the second 
round of action, the Mallards had a talented Alexandria quint on 
the ropes for most of the game but lost a close match.  Alexan-
dria eventually lost in triple overtime to a Sauk Centre team that 
featured Izzy Schmiesing.  Sauk Centre went on to win third 
place at the State Tournament.  

Dave’s basketball career started around fifth 
grade when his dad hung a basketball hoop 
from the garage roof.  He and the neighbor-
hood kids played there all year ‘round.  Dave 
also recalls shimmying the school’s gym 
door so it appeared shut while later on the 
boys would sneak in and play H-O-R-S-E 
or one-on-one.  Dave said that you couldn’t 
do something like that today.  

Along with his basketball skills, Dave 
lettered in football (grades 9-12) and was 
All-Conference his senior year.   He also 
lettered in baseball (grades 10-12) and 
lettered in track (grade 12) where he 
ran the 100, 220 and 440 and also did 
the long jump. 

In addition to his athletic achieve-
ments, Dave was involved in plays, 
band and choir.  Dave was active in 
Student Council, was a class officer, 
was on the yearbook staff and was a 
candidate for Homecoming King.  
Dave was selected to Boys’ State 
and received the Arion Award. 
The Arion Award was the high-
est award a high school senior 
music student could receive.  It 
was given by the Villard Band 
Boosters in cooperation with 
the National Arion Founda-
tion.   

There’s more to the tale than an outstanding high 
school career.  Upon graduation in 1963, Dave 
headed for Jamestown, ND, where he lettered in 
basketball for the Jimmies. Dave finished his col-
lege career in 1967.  

In addition to his contributions as a player, Dave 
also contributed significantly from the sidelines 
as a successful coach.  Knowing what coaches go 
through and the many hours they put in, Dave 
didn’t figure he would be involved in the teach-
ing and coaching business.  Nevertheless, he took 
his first job at Forbes, ND, where he taught and 
coached for three years.  While there, he said he 
learned how to lose, as the team hadn’t won a 
game the previous three years.  At his next stop, 
in Starbuck, expectations were slightly different.  
His 1971 team was Conference Co-Champions 

and Sub-District Champions.  A Sub-District Championship 
followed in 1972.  He stated, “anything but a Conference Cham-
pionship in Starbuck was considered a losing season.” Then it 
was off to the big school for him:  Anoka High School, where 
he coached and taught from 1972 to 1998.  Like all coaches, he 
always wanted a chance to coach a state champion basketball 
team.  At Anoka, he achieved his goal with boys’ basketball state 
championships in 1981 and 1992, a State Girls’ Soccer Cham-

pionship, a Team Handball National Division Cham-
pionship and numerous other accolades that were 
bestowed upon him during his tenure.  Also while he 
was at Anoka, Dave had a chance to coach the two-time 

Olympic Champion and two-time World Cup Cham-
pion, Briana Scurry.  Briana was an outstanding soccer 
goalie and Dave noted she was one of the finest athletes 
he had the pleasure of coaching. Dave was inducted into 
the Minnesota Coaches Hall of Fame in 2001.

Dave credits his one-and-only junior high and high school 
coach of six years, Bob Blaine, for most of his success in 
coaching.  “He gave me a chance to participate, to believe 
in myself, and he taught me to be humble, something that I 

wasn’t so good at as a youngster.”  

Dave continues to live with his greatest fan, his wife Nancy, 
in their home overlooking Lake Amelia.  He has two grown 

children, Julie and Terry, and two grandchildren to keep him 
going strong.  Dave takes frequent trips with his fishing buddies 
to Lake of the Woods and lands a few salmon on Lake Michigan.  
He has a new yellow lab pup to train and flush pheasants in the 
fall.  

His 55 years of playing and coaching are behind him.  It’s been 
quite a trek from the tiny Pope County school.  Dave reminds 
us that if you have athletic accomplishments, it means you have 
had great players along side of you, in addition to great parents, 
people and coaches supporting you.  All of them helping you 
attain your personal achievements.  

During the conversation, Dave said, “I think there have been 
some angels hovering over me during all my coaching years.  
They’ve helped me out in difficult times.”  These angels must 
have liked basketball!  
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Bill Gilman
Glenwood High School, 1965 Graduate

Bill Gilman, a 1965 graduate of Glenwood 
High School, was an outstanding multi-sport 
athlete. 

Bill, standing tall at 6’5”, was probably the 
most versatile athlete around in the 1960’s.   
He played and excelled in football, basket-
ball, track and field, cross country and base-
ball.  He lettered in all five sports and earned 
a total of seventeen varsity letters throughout 
his high school career.  His high school ath-
letic record is dotted with success all the way 
down the line.  He lettered for three years 
in football, was a co-captain and gained not 
only the West Central All-conference team 
but the West Central All-Area Offensive 
football team as well.  He played end and was 
known as one of the Lakers’ “pass grabbing 
aces.”   He was also named to the All-State 
Honorable Mention Football Team in 1964.   He also gained 
letters in Cross Country competition which took place 
in the fall of the year along with football.  He 
was a member of the Cross Country 
District Championship 
team in 1962, 1963 
and 1964.  

Bill played center on 
one of the tallest bas-
ketball teams in the 
conference in the mid 
60’s.  They had height, 
experience, and the ability 
to score easily.  The 1964 
District Championship in 
basketball was a cause for 
celebration among the blue 
and gold faithful. Bill was a 
leader in field goal percentage 
for two years on the Laker team 
and was third in scoring and 
rebounds his senior year.  When 
Bill was a sophomore, a quote in 
a newspaper article said:  “Gilman 
played brilliantly at times, as he 
drove in for numerous short shots 
and turnarounds.”  

He lettered four straight years in 
basketball, and was the co-captain his 
senior season as he contributed to the 
team’s great success.  He was also se-
lected as a member of the West Central 
All-Conference basketball team during 
that year for his accomplishments on the 
hardwood for GHS.

While Bill made significant contributions in 
football and basketball, he really excelled on 
the track where he earned five varsity letters!  
During his sophomore season the team won 
the District 22 Track and Field crown.  Bill 
was notorious for breaking records in the 880 
yard run (half mile).  As a freshman, he set a 
district record in the 880 yard run with a time 
of 2:05 and he would smash his own record 
the following year with a time of 2:03.  As a 
sophomore, the middle distance star cracked 
the region record with a time of 2:03.4 to break 
the old mark of 2:03.9 set in 1961 by Jerry Wil-
lert of Morris.  
Gilman qualified for the state track tourna-
ment three years in succession after having set 
District 22 and Region Six records in the 880.  

Reading newspaper articles it appeared teams 
and coaches expected Bill to win the 880 yard run.  He stood 

up to the challenge and few ever outran him.   

Bill was an outfielder on the baseball team when his track 
and field schedule didn’t interfere.   

He was a very good student, a hard worker and an 
excellent citizen of the school and community.  He was 
nominated for the Herb Hengstler Award which was 
given to the top athlete in the area.  Although he did 
not win the award, it was quite an honor just to be 
nominated.

Following high school, Bill played football and 
basketball at Macalester College.  He earned his 
B.A. from Macalester College in 1969 and played 
semi-professional basketball in Belgium for three 
years.  He received an M.S. in physical educa-
tion from St. Cloud State University in 1976 and 
a Ph.D. in exercise physiology from Kent State 
University in 1984.  He worked for the City of 
St. Paul for 22 years as an exercise physiologist 
managing the health and fitness program.  His 
passion was playing basketball and he enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, cross country skiing and 
bicycling.  

His widow Karyl shared that Bill took his 
last bike ride the week before he passed 
away.  He was a determined man with a 
“never give up” attitude.  Bill passed away 
September 18, 2006 at the age of 59 from 
complications of ALS. He is survived 
by his loving wife Karyl Thurston and 
sons Thurston and Will.  Bill’s attitude 
and determination live on through his 
children.  
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Robert (Bob) Nelson
Starbuck High School, 1968 Graduate

Fans of Starbuck High School athletics 
should be happy that Robert Nelson, 
class of 1968, didn’t concentrate on just 
one sport.  When asked if Bob had a 
favorite, his mother Irene indicated that 
he loved whatever was in season.

With some 15 varsity letters earned in 
four sports it would be a difficult deci-
sion what to give up.  Consider – in 
baseball the team won or shared the 
conference championship in each of 
Nelson’s four varsity seasons.  He was 
already a .300 hitter as a sophomore.

He was a key member of Starbuck’s 1968 District champi-
on team in track.  Bob participated in the Region tourna-
ment as a junior and qualified for the State tournament 
in the long jump as a senior.  Upon graduation he was the 
school record holder in the 100 
yard dash, the 220, long jump, 
and as a member of the 880 yard 
relay foursome.

What about basketball?  During 
the Nelson era Tom Wolhowe’s 
teams won conference titles in 
1966 and 1968.  More impres-
sively, the 1967 and 1968 squads 
were District champs.  Nelson 
averaged double figures in 
points and was an All-Con-
ference performer as a senior.  
Just as important according to 
Wolhowe was the quickness 
and anticipation demonstrat-
ed on the zone press which 
raised havoc for Starbuck’s 
opponents.

Bob was obviously success-
ful individually and collec-
tively in baseball, track, and 
basketball but get a load 
of what he accomplished 
on the gridiron.  Dur-
ing his four seasons the 
team posted an incredible 
record of 32 wins, one loss, 
and three ties under head 
coaches Julian Gulsvig 

and Jerry Lindell.  Nelson was injured 
and didn’t play in the 7-0 loss meaning 
he never was on the field for a loss in 
his high school football career.  Gulsvig 
described Nelson as being “very gifted” 
in terms of his speed, strength, and 
football instincts.

Forty plus years after graduating Nelson 
is still listed in the following Minnesota 
football records categories:
• 5 punt return touchdowns in a season 
(state record and in national record 
book)

• 9 punt return touchdowns in a career (state record and 
in national record book)
• 42.4 average punt return yards in a season (state record 
from 1967)
• 40.4 average punt return yards in a season (was the state 
record as of 1966)

• 31.6 average punt return yards in 
a career (currently in 2nd 
place)
• 49.6 average kickoff re-
turn yards in a season (state 
record from 1966)
• 4 kickoff return touch-
downs in a career (was the 
state record as of 1967)
• 103 yard kickoff return 
touchdown (state record 
from 1966 for longest touch-
down)
• 420 total yards in a single 
game (rushing, receiving, 
return yards)

Was it mentioned that he 
NEVER lost a high school 
football game?

With that many listings among 
the statewide records you can 
probably imagine where Nel-
son ranks on Starbuck’s football 
lists.  He still owns many school 
records for touchdowns and 
yardage.  At the time there was 
not a football playoff in place 
so his season and career records 
were accomplished in at most 
nine games per season and they 
stood the test of time.
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Todd Brenden
Starbuck High School, 1969 Graduate

Starbuck’s first golden era of high school 
sports occurred in the late 1960s.  There 
had been occasional individual and 
team successes prior to then but not 
for multiple sports over multiple years.  
One of the key contributors to the 
sustained success was Todd Brenden.  
He earned varsity letters in five sports – 
football, basketball, baseball, golf, and 
track.

As a sophomore, Brenden was the start-
ing quarterback for the football team.  
After a season-opening loss they went 
on to post seven wins and a tie.  The 
following season in 1967 was one of 
Starbuck’s best ever.  The team won all 
nine of their contests and the “smallest” margin of victory 
was 20 points.  Although one poll had the Bucks ranked 
among the top 20 football teams in the state there was 
not a playoff system in place.

Another football conference 
championship was won in 
1968.  Brenden was a senior 
captain and repeated as an 
all-conference performer.  His 
18 touchdown passes tied the 
school record set in 1965 by 
Rick Anderson.  Todd tossed 35 
touchdown passes in his career 
which was the school record 
at the time.  He also scored 16 
touchdowns via rushing, receiv-
ing, or punt returns and he is 
among the all-time leaders in 
completions and yardage.

Starbuck had an overall record 
of 25 wins, two losses and one tie 
during the three seasons that Bren-
den was the starting quarterback.

Basketball was his favorite sport.  
He enjoyed the system and coach-
ing style of Tom Wolhowe and 
Roy Toivonen and the creativity 
they allowed him to have from the 
point guard position.  Wolhowe said 
Brenden was the best guard he ever 
coached and that “he had the knack of 
doing the right thing.”  Opponents had 
little success with full-court pressure 
against his ball handling and passing 

skills. An opposing coach paid about 
as high a compliment as you can give a 
player when he informed Coach Wol-
howe that during their scouting trips 
he would bring along his young guards 
so they could see how Todd Brenden 
played the game.

A big part of what made this a golden 
era was the success of the basketball 
team from 1967 through 1969.  They 
won the District 21 championship each 
of those seasons with title wins over 
Morris in 1967, Elbow Lake in 1968 and 
Breckenridge in 1969.  The only other 
school to that point with a similar run of 
success was Breckenridge from 1938-

1940.  Osakis, Moorhead, and Crosby-Ironton ended 
Starbuck’s hopes with opening round defeats in the re-

gional tournaments.

Brenden’s individual accomplishments earned 
him a place on the WCCO Radio Basket-
ball Team of the Week in addition to being 
named the MVP of the conference.  When he 
graduated he trailed only Norris Stenson and 
Norm Opheim on the school’s career scoring 
list.  His top single game total of 41 points 
was third best in school history.  Third best?  
At many places that would be the school re-
cord but not at Starbuck where Jonas Holte 
had scored 58 points and Ron Johnson 
netted 69 in a game.

Individual and team success followed in 
the spring sports.  The Bucks won confer-
ence titles in baseball.  The 1968 track 
team claimed Starbuck’s only district 
championship in that sport.  Todd 
contributed in multiple events and was 
the school record holder in the 880 yard 
run and the 880 yard relay.

While recalling his high school experi-
ence Brenden acknowledged the many 
good athletes he participated with.  
His parents, Rueben and Ruth were 
his biggest supporters.  He appreci-
ated the strong community support 
for athletics and also for music and 
many other school events.  “Star-
buck was a great place to grow up.  I 
wouldn’t trade those memories for 
anything.”
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1973 Glenwood Boys’ Track & Field Team
Spring of 1973 turned out to be most memorable for the area, 
as a number of talented athletic young men from Glenwood 
High School captured a state championship in track and field.  
Six members of the Lakers’ Track squad won the first team 
title ever in the storied history of GHS.  At the time, the feat 

served as a great morale booster for the 
athletes, the school, and the commu-
nity of Glenwood.  Nearly all of the six 
students that became track champions 
participated in other activities where 
success was quite limited.  During the 
early 1970’s, the Lakers 
football team suffered a 
23-game losing streak that 
spanned parts of three 
seasons, while the Glen-
wood boys’ basketball 
team endured a run of 22 
consecutive defeats.  That 

all began to change during the 1972-1973 school 
year when GHS shed their “perennial losers” status 
when both the football and boys’ basketball teams 
turned in very respectable seasons.  Those successes 

would only be a prelude 
to the spring of ’73, when 
the track athletes who 
worked to bring a title to Glenwood 
would fully realize and understand the 
important relationship between hard 
work, sacrifice, and rewards.   

In the structure of the Minnesota State 
High School League competition for 
track and field, it is not 
uncommon for one or two 
individuals to achieve great 
success at a state meet….
enough to earn their school 

a team championship.  Just this past spring, in June 
of 2014, Minneapolis Edison High School became 
the Girls’ Class A Champions, with two sisters quali-
fying to represent their team.  The pair combined 
to capture two gold and two silver medals to earn 
the Tommies a title.  The 1973 Glenwood Lakers 
advanced a half-dozen athletes out of Region 6 to 

the Class A State Meet in St. 
Cloud.

While the Lakers did not 
win the region championship 
(Glenwood placed second in Region 
6A, behind Melrose), Head Coach Dale 
Gasser was optimistic that his state 
meet qualifiers would have his team in 
a favorable position.  In consulting with 
a coaching friend from a neighboring 
school (Alexandria’s Bun Fisher, who 
along with Gasser are still held in high 
esteem more than four decades later by 

the GHS track alumni), Gasser assembled some relay combi-
nations that excelled in the important 
post-season meets of May and June.    

His intuition served him well, as Glen-
wood captured a remarkable FIVE gold 
medals out of the six events that the 
Lakers were represented in.  A silver 
medal in the mile relay (in a near dead-
heat) prevented Glenwood from sweep-
ing to victory in all six events.  It serves 

as an amazing record of suc-
cess, as the state competition 
usually features fewer than 
20 events where gold medals 
are handed out.

The Lakers were well-positioned after the first day 
of the Class A State Meet, leading the way with 18 
team points following Friday’s finals.  Glenwood’s 
34 points overall led to 
a convincing win over a 
group of schools vying for 
second place, including 
Melrose, Blooming Prairie, 
and Brooklyn Center.

Dale Kramer began Glenwood’s gold 
medal haul on the opening night of 
the meet, which was staged at Michie 
Field on the then ultra-modern cam-
pus of Apollo High School. Krarmer 
engaged in another dual with region 

rival Mark Wenker of 
Melrose in the two mile 
run.  Similar to what transpired in the region meet at 
Perham, Kramer outpaced Wenker by a slim margin 
to earn Glenwood the maximum number of team 
points.  Another state participant from that Laker 
squad, Tom Mork, was quoted in the June 14th, 1973 
edition of the Pope County Tribune.  “After Dale 
won, we suddenly realized that we could be state 
champions,” Mork stated.  

Greg McIver earned the first of his two individual 
gold medals at the state meet Friday night, leaping 
to a finish of 21 feet, three 
inches in the long jump.  
Then he, Bob Swanson, 

Mitch Long, and Rick Wheeler com-
bined for a first-place finish in the 
sprint medley relay as nightfall rolled 
around.  When Wheeler received the 
baton from McIver for the final leg, 
the Lakers were in a tight battle with 
the relay team from St. Francis High 
School.  The Saints anchor man briefly 
passed the Lakers’ thinclad with about 

Dale Kramer

Tom Mork

Greg McIver

Rick Wheeler

Coach Gunnar Fosker

Mitch Long

Continued on next page

Page 8

Bob Swanson

Coach Dale Gasser



State Class A Champions
400 yards to go.  However, Wheeler summoned an extra burst 
of energy, retaking the lead and closing strong to touch the 
tape first. McIver’s second individual gold medal was earned 
on Saturday, winning the 180-yard low hurdles in 20.9 seconds.  
The runner-up in that event finished four-tenths of a second 
behind….a nod to McIver’s near-perfect execution.  

Mork earned Glenwood’s final gold medal at the meet on Satur-
day afternoon.  Compet-
ing in an environment 
where the temperature 
reached into the low 90’s 
with gusty south winds, 
Mork won the half-mile 
finals with a time of 1:59.4.  
It was nearly two seconds 
slower than his prelimi-
nary time the night before, 
but still enough to best the 
field.  In the days leading 
up to the MSHSL Class 
A State Meet, Mork also 
finished as a champion 
in the half-mile run in 
the State Junior Champ 
Track Meet in St. Cloud, 
an event sponsored by 
Jaycee chapters through-
out Minnesota.  His final 
time in the 1973 Class A 
Meet was more than two 
seconds better than his 
accomplishment at the 
State Junior Track Meet.  
Mork’s performances in 
the half-mile turned out 
to be a pleasant develop-
ment in the Lakers season.  
Throughout much of that 
spring, Mork had been 
competing in shorter 
distances (such as the 
440-yard dash), while also 
serving as an anchor to 
the mile and sprint medley 
relays.  The calculations of the coaches that Mork would have 
value for the Lakers in an event of a longer distance were ac-
curate, which was demonstrated by Mork’s gold in the half-mile 
at state.     

The Lakers added to their winning point total with a silver med-
al performance in the mile relay, which finished only two-tenths 
of a second behind Blooming Prairie.  The Lakers’ time of 3:27.3 
bested the Region 6A winning effort the previous weekend.  The 
Awesome Blossoms’ determination helped to prevent Glenwood 
from winning a sixth event at the 1973 State Meet.  

During the welcome home celebration following their impres-
sive state championship, Coach Fosker cited the positive ex-

ample that the six All-Stater’s from Glenwood set.  It was noted 
to the welcoming audience “...hard work and dedication pay 
off..,” according to Fosker.  

Four of the six members of Glenwood High School’s state 
championship squad are still living.  During his adult years, 
Bob Swanson moved out of the area.  He passed away unex-
pectedly from a stroke at the age of 40 in the mid-90’s.  Greg 

McIver would later teach and coach in southwestern Minnesota 
for close to a decade.  He then relocated back to his home area 
of Lowry where he would raise his family before passing away 
from cancer in 2007 at 51 years of age.

Interestingly, the four surviving members continued their edu-
cation on the college level in the Northfield area.  Dale Kraemer 
enjoyed a stellar running career at Carleton College, earning a 
number of National Championship honors.  He was recently 
inducted into the NCAA Division III Track and Field Hall of 
Fame.  Rick Wheeler also had many memorable moments as a 
runner at Carleton.  Tom Mork, meanwhile, became a standout 
runner as an athlete at St. Olaf, while Mitch Long became an 
All-MIAC performer as a football player for the Oles.     
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John Gloege
Glenwood High School, 1974 Graduate

John Gloege, a 1974 graduate of Glenwood 
High School, is best known for his accom-
plishments on the basketball court.  He 
is the all time leading scorer with 1,589 
career points from amongst the schools 
that eventually became Minnewaska Area 
High School – Glenwood, Starbuck, and 
Villard.  When looking at all three schools 
as well as Minnewaska Area, he is second in 
all time scoring behind Alan Hoeper from 
Minnewaska Area who scored 1,609 points.  
John was an inspiration and role model to 
many Glenwood athletes and set the bar 
high!  

Gloege decided on his career choice in the 
seventh grade when he watched longtime 
Glenwood high school phy ed teacher Cliff 
Hansen at work.  Hansen was an ex-pro football player who 
once played for the Chicago Cardinals, Gloege noted.  (The 
Chicago Cardinals folded in 1959, when the team moved 
to St. Louis.)  Hansen was a “disciplinarian to the max,” a 
“good teacher,” and a “positive influence,” Gloege continued.  
“We were all a little scared of him because he was such a 
disciplinarian.”

John earned 16 letters in five sports of varsity athletic com-
petition.  His letters were in football, basketball, baseball, 
golf and track & field.

John was a three time letter winner as quarterback on the 
football team.  During John’s junior year, it was quoted in 
the Pope County Tribune:  “John is steadily developing 
into a solid performer, both offensively and defensively…
offensively is a fine field general, and a constant threat both 
passing and running.” He 
was named to the Central 
Gopher All Conference 
Team his senior year and 
also to the WCCO Radio 
State Team of the Week.  
John broke into the Glen-
wood varsity basketball 
lineup as a freshman play-
ing guard.  He netted 227 
points as a freshman, a 12.9 
average and had several 
contests of over 20 points.  
As a sophomore he won a 
bushel of awards, including 
selection to the West Central 
All Conference team, the top 
scorer in the loop (26.4 points 
per game) and a season total 
of 550 points.  In addition, the 
5-11 backcourt ace equaled 
the school single-game scor-
ing record of 40 points in 

a contest against Litchfield.  He set several 
records including connecting on 110 of 131 
free throw tries for an 84.2% clip and setting 
a scoring mark with a 26.4 average in regular 
season games.  He was also named to the West 
Central All Area Team.  It was in John’s junior 
season when he scored his 1,000th point – do-
ing so on January 30, 1973 on the GHS court 
against Alexandria. As a junior, he was named 
to the West Central All Area Basketball Team, 
earned All Conference honors and also named 
to the WCCO Radio All State Basketball Team 
of the week.   John was also named to the 
WCCO All State Basketball Team as a senior 
and earned All Conference and All Area 
Team honors. John was named to the Prep All 
America Basketball yearbook for 1973-1974.  

Gloege was selected for the publication, which was put out 
by Coach and Athlete magazine, by the editors of the maga-
zine on the basis of reports by high school coaches, athletic 
directors, college recruiters and sports writers.  

As quoted in the St. Cloud Times on February 5, 1974:  
“Gloege Leads list…Glenwood’s John Gloege, who is 
NEVER one of the first on the court, but ALWAYS the last 
one off, holds a slim two-point lead over Melrose’s Mark 
Olberding in the Central Gopher Conference individual 
scoring race.” 

“John is a real ‘gym rat’”, explains Coach Jack Stackpool, 
who has had to “chase” Gloege off the court on more than 
one occasion.  He’d shoot all night if I let him.”

John was a two sport athlete in the spring, excelling in 
baseball and golf.  He was named to the All-
West Central conference baseball team for three 
consecutive years as a pitcher-infielder and hit 
over .400 for the Lakers.  He also stood out in 
Golf and qualified individually for regions two 
seasons.  He also participated in track one season 
where he earned a letter.  He ran the 100 and 220 
yard run. 

Following high school, John attended St. Cloud 
State University where he lettered in baseball for 
three years and played basketball his freshman 
year.  John retired in 2012, spending all of his 
33 years in education in the Princeton School 
District.  He was a physical education instruc-
tor most of those years, with some health class 
instruction.  Gloege was the head varsity boys’ 
basketball coach for 15 seasons; the varsity golf 
coach for 12 years and also coached the Amer-
ican Legion baseball team for 19 years. He 
has been a high school football and basketball 
referee for 18 years and has been privileged to 
work state tournament games. He continues 
to coach as an assistant for the Princeton High 
School Golf Team.Page 10



Melrene Nygaard Millerbernd
Starbuck High School, 1977 Graduate

For many women who were just youngsters 
attending school in Starbuck back in the 
mid-70’s, athletes including Minnewaska 
Area Schools Athletic Hall of Fame inductee 
Melrene Nygaard Millerbernd, were true 
pioneers and role models. 

Most memorable for the community, is Mel’s 
participation in two State High School Tour-
naments and the impressive season her senior 
year during which a tough New York Mills 
team stopped the Bucks from making a third 
state appearance.

Mel’s personal and team stats remain very 
impressive as she was a three-year starter 
on teams that won three straight Conference and District 
championships; making it to State Tournaments in 1974 
(fall season) and again in 1976 when the tournament was 
moved to winter and took place 
at the Met Center in Blooming-
ton. 

Mel’s basketball career in-
cluded setting individual 
season scoring records for 
Starbuck in 1976 with 297 
points, and 352 in 1977 which 
remains the fourth highest 
single season record for SHS.  
When she graduated she held 
the girls’ scoring record with 
774 career points, a count 
that was the school record 
that year and is cemented 
in sixth place overall in the 
school’s history books.

Her senior year, Mel was a 
tri-captain with Jill Bren-
den and Jody DuBois.  She 
was voted All-Conference 
in 1976 and 1977 and 
received honorable men-
tion her sophomore year.  
She was also a WCCO 
Prep Parade Team of the 
Week honoree as a junior 
and was the Jerry Lindell 

Award winner in 1977.  In addition to bas-
ketball, she also participated in track and 
volleyball while in high school. 

In her final season, the team was off to 
an impressive start with 15 straight wins, 
earning them the #5 ranking in the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press Class A Poll. It was against 
North St. Paul, the #6 ranked team, they 
lost game 16. The Bucks came back with 
seven straight wins before that memorable 
playoff game loss against New York Mills 
to open Region 6. Starbuck’s 22 wins that 
season will forever be the school record. 

“Mel was very dedicated and had a lot of 
natural ability,” said former coach, Marlene Hippe. “She was 
fun to watch, a real leader on the court as she brought the 
ball down playing guard.” 

Coach Hippe also said formalizing the girls 
basketball program meant not just coach-
ing but teaching the sport as well during this 
early era. Mel’s athleticism made her one 
of the standouts and she contributed to the 
Buck’s 23-0 outstanding record during the 
first three years of Pheasant Conference play.

“We were really successful,” said Mel, “but we 
were surrounded by coaches and teachers who 
were good role models, who believed in us and 
we really worked. There were a lot of players, 
including me, giving it everything we had so 
our team could do well.  My experience also 
had a strong influence on my career going into 
teaching and coaching.” 

After graduating from Starbuck, Mel attended 
Concordia College where she played field 
hockey and basketball. Upon graduation from 
Concordia, Mel set another record as she became 
the first female to play and coach in the girls 
state basketball tournament as the 1982 coach for 
New York Mills. She next coached basketball and 
volleyball in Littlefork before joining the staff at 
Rainy River Community College in International 
Falls as volleyball coach and the athletic director. 
She is married to Starbuck graduate Tom Miller-
bernd, also a memorable athlete and successful 
coach, and they have three children. 
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Part of Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972 ensured parity for girls and 
boys in athletics. Our next Hall of Fame 
honoree, Carol Skurat Baumann, a 1978 Vil-
lard graduate was one of the first to benefit 
from this legislation.  Prior to this, young 
ladies watched from the stands and cheered 
for their counterparts.  

When Carol was in second grade and sum-
mer vacation rolled around, she had a pas-
sion to play baseball.  Her father, Russ, asked 
summer recreation coach Jim Galvin if Carol 
might be allowed to play on the boys’ sum-
mer team.  The well-liked and fair-minded 
coach readily agreed and thus began her 
career in organized sports.

She played on the baseball team throughout her elementary 
and junior high years and earned the nickname “Hoover” as 
she vacuumed up all the baseballs that came her way. During 
her sophomore year former baseball coach Bruce Neros sug-
gested to the new coach Bill Baumann that he should consider 
adding her to the varsity team.  Carol remembers going to a 
preseason team meeting and anxiously standing in the door-
way while her male teammates were sitting waiting for the 
meeting to begin.  The boys and Coach Baumann 
signaled for her to join them and for the next three 
years she anchored the infield and batted second in 
the lineup.  

Brad Hanke, a teammate from days gone by re-
membered Carol hitting a lot of doubles. He stated 
they even turned more than a few double plays. 
He recalled her pitching a lot when she played in 
the summer Babe Ruth League. Former team-
mate Brian Walker said Carol was very competi-
tive and could hold her own in fielding and 
hitting. Brian recalls an opposing player saying 
that they could get a girl out.  She responded 
by rattling a double off the outfield fence.  
Coach Baumann said Carol was especially 
good at bunting and moving runners on if 
need be.  He remembers that she took a lot 
of razzing from the opposition.  One oppos-
ing coach even mentioned that he wouldn’t 
play a girl unless she was major league 
caliber. Ironically, she hit a home run that 
game and Coach Baumann said, “I guess 
she’s major league caliber.” She remem-
bers her teammates standing up for her 
by putting the hecklers in their place. 
Her brother Jon also was on the team 
and helped little sister when the op-
posing fans kept asking her what her 
name was. After three hits he queried 
them, “Do you know her name now?” 
It’s nice being wanted.

During her senior year, 1977-78, a softball team 
had been organized at Villard High School but 
Carol felt baseball was more exciting and wanted 
to stay on the team. The Minnesota State High 
School League stated that girls could participate 
on boy’s teams but not vice versa.  So, Carol was 
allowed to finish her career by continuing to play 
baseball.
 
Carol helped lead the Mallards to District 22 
Volleyball Championships in the 1976 and 1977 
seasons. She was on the Park Region Echo All-
Area Newspaper Team and was All-Conference 
both years.  She lettered in grades 8, 9, 11, and 12.  
Interestingly, she didn’t play volleyball her sopho-
more year. Her parents were remodeling the 
house on the family farm that fall and she skipped 
the season to help. One of her jobs was breaking 

field stones to be used in the huge outdoor chimney.

During her senior year in basketball she and her teammates 
Annette Novak, Mel Hoium, and Carol Walker helped lead 
the Mallards to a 17-1 regular season record. Skurat was a 
ball hawk who could also score. In that season Villard won 
the District 22 Championship by knocking off the previously 
undefeated Browerville team and their ace Mary Dressen.  
Bucketball coach Bruce Neros stated, “Carol played extremely 

well. She was hounded by opponents all the time. None 
of this (the team success) would have hap-

pened without her.” She lettered 
in grades 9-12, and was part of 

the Echo Press All-Area Team.

During her senior year a track and 
field team was formed but there 
was no track to practice on. Princi-
pal and track and field coach Marty 
Avelsgaard showed her how to throw 

the shot. His tutelage must have been 
good enough, as she won the District 
Championship in the shot put.

After graduation Carol attended South-
west State for one year where she played 
softball. She then went to Alex Tech and 

earned a clerical degree. She eventually 
married her high school baseball coach 
Bill Baumann.  Carol and Bill have two 

grown sons, Brad and Britt, and one grand-
child.  She played softball for many years in 
the North Branch area until her sons started 
participating in sports. She currently works 

as the lead secretary in the North Branch 
School District and keeps fit as a fiddle by ex-
ercising and hiking the North Shore trails with 

her sisters-in-law during the summer.  
 We salute Carol as one of the pioneers in 
girls’ athletics who helped females get a chance 
to participate and excel in athletics.

Carol Skurat Baumann
Villard High School, 1978 Graduate
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Tom Stackpool, a 1978 graduate of Glenwood 
High School is one of the most honored high 
school athletes in Laker history.  Tom became 
the only Glenwood athlete to win the Hengstler-
Ranweiler award which is based on athletic abil-
ity, leadership and scholarship and honors the 
top male and female athlete in the West Central 
Tribune readership area.  Tom won 16 letters in 
four years of varsity athletic competition.  His 
letters were in football, basketball, baseball and 
track.

In football, he earned his first letter as a fresh-
man serving as back-up quarterback.  In his 
sophomore year, he was the starting quarter-
back; ranked second in the conference in pass-
ing and was honorable mention All-Confer-
ence.  During his junior year, Tom led the team to an 8-1 record, 
earned a unanimous All-Conference selection and was the total 
offense leader in the conference.  This marked the first and only 
time that a Glenwood team had won eight games.   During his 
senior year, Stackpool was again All-Conference; he was named 
the MVP in the conference and won All-State honors at quar-
terback.  He was also named honorable mention All-American 
from Scholastic Coach Magazine.  He was one of only 15 players 
in the state recognized in this manner.  His statistics are impres-
sive - 47 touchdowns by run and pass, and 3,700 rushing and 
passing offense.  Stackpool had a career rushing mark of 6.25 
yards per carry.  He was also captain of the squad and in three 
years led the football team to a record of 21 wins and six losses.  
He also played in the All-Star football game.

As a basketball player, Tom 
began his varsity career as 
a freshman regular on the 
squad.  During his fresh-
man year, he earned honor-
able mention All-Conference.  
During his sophomore and 
junior years, he was named 
as a unanimous choice to the 
All-Conference team.  In 1976 
the team participated in the 
Region 6 tournament and was 
in the district finals in 1977.   
During these two years, he 
scored 613 points and pulled 
down 330 rebounds. A broken 
bone interrupted Stackpool’s 
senior year in basketball; thus 
losing him the opportunity to 
be a three-year All-Conference 
selection.  In addition to being 
named All-Conference twice, he 
was elected to the Kimball Holi- day Tournament and Glen-
wood Holiday Tournament All-Tournament teams.  He was 
named Glenwood High School Most Improved Player in grade 
nine and Most Valuable Player in grade 10 as well as earning a 
spot on the WCCO Team of the Week in grades 10 and 11.

Tom was also a track man.  He lettered as a 
freshman, had a long jump over 20 feet and 
competed in the regional track meet where he 
placed fifth.  During his sophomore year, he 
again placed highly, finishing second in the dis-
trict and third in the regional meets.  As a ju-
nior, he won the conference and district meets 
and participated in the state meet.  In 1977, he 
jumped over 21 feet ten times during the sea-
son.  At that time, he was the current school re-
cord holder at 21 feet 5 inches in the long jump.

Tom is one of the few athletes in Glenwood 
High School to play in two spring sports as 
he was also a starter in baseball for four years.  
During his junior year, he pitched the team into 
the regional baseball tournament and his senior 

year was named All-Conference.  His hitting, pitching and de-
fensive ability made him the mainstay of the baseball squad.

In addition to the accomplishments listed, he has also won the 
Paynesville Press award for the outstanding football player in 
the conference, as well as the Glenwood Booster Club award to 
the outstanding scholar-athlete in Glenwood High School.  

Following high school, Tom played basketball two years at the 
University of Minnesota Morris.  He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Morris with degrees in Social Science and 
Physical Education.  He coached Glenwood Boys Track in 1983 
and Perham High School boys basketball from 1983-87.  He then 

coached at the University of North Da-
kota from 1987-90 and the 1990 Fighting 
Sioux finished 3rd in the NCAA Divi-
sion II National Tournament.  The 1990 
team was inducted into the University of 
North Dakota Hall of Fame.  Tom then 
became the head men’s coach at Mesabi 
Range College, in Virginia, Minn., in 
1990.  Stackpool resigned as the head 
coach at Mesabi Range College this 
year after coaching 24 years.  He has 
316 career wins at Mesabi which is #1 
overall.  His teams have qualified for 
the Minnesota Community College 
Basketball State Tournament 17 years 
and he holds one State Champion-
ship in 2004.  Tom states “Our fam-
ily approach to the game of basketball 
makes the game fun and develops our 
players to their fullest potential.” 

Tom knows what it takes to be suc-
cessful.  His natural ability along 

with his strong work ethic were vital to becoming an elite ath-
lete.  Tom was a born competitor and has lived up to the high 
standards he placed on himself. Tom has three children Caitlin, 
24, who is an Exercise Physiologist in Denver Colorado;  Cavan, 
22, who is a junior playing basketball at the University Wiscon-
sin Eau Claire and Cade, 20, who is a sophomore playing bas-
ketball at the University Wisconsin Superior.  
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Samantha “Sam”Mattson Gulon
Glenwood High School, 1986 Graduate
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Sam Mattson enjoyed a decorated career as 
a multiple-sport athlete at Glenwood High 
School. She became the first female basket-
ball player in the history of GHS to net more 
than 1000 points. Her career total of 1353 
makes her, to this date, the most prolific 
girls’ basketball scorer in the history of the 
four schools that form the footprint of the 
Minnewaska district (Glenwood, Starbuck, 
Villard, and Minnewaska Area High School).   
These points were scored during an era 
without the three-point line and seasons that 
were frequently six to eight games shorter, 
compared to today.

Though Sam earned several letters compet-
ing in track and field, volleyball, and fastpitch 
softball, basketball was the activity that she 
excelled in. Her father (the late Ray Mattson) 
worked with Sam and her younger sister, J.J., teaching them 
basketball fundamentals before the two entered elementary 
school.  It was in the younger years that the Mattson sisters 
developed their love and enthusiasm of the sport. Sam’s skill 
set would be enhanced by attending basketball camps during 
the summer months and during pick-up games at the Glen-
wood High School gym. She is grateful to the young men who 
would allow her into these workouts.  With the boys having 
the height advantage in the paint, Sam played mostly in the 
backcourt, allowing her to continue to develop her outside 
game while also becoming a better passer and ball handler.   

As a freshman, Sam earned an Honorable Mention to the All-
West Central Conference squad. She followed that up by being 
selected as the conference’s Most Valuable Player as a 
sophomore. Sam was in line to possibly 
reach 1000 career points by 
the end of her junior season, 
but a knee injury sidelined 
her for a period of five games. 
The basket that vaulted Sam 
over the 1000 point barrier 
came on a baseline jumper 
against Long Prairie in the 
1985-86 season opener. Led by 
Sam, her sister J.J., Kris Robide-
aux, Anne Callen, and 6’2” post 
player Sharon Trainor, the high-
scoring Glenwood Lakers enjoyed 
one of their most memorable 
seasons that year, finishing with 18 
victories.

Sam Mattson was honored by her 
Laker teammates with the Most Valu-
able Player award in each of the four 
years that she received a varsity letter 
in basketball. She earned All-Con-
ference distinction in each of her last 

three seasons, and was selected to the All-Area 
Basketball Team following her sophomore and 
senior years.

Her talents extended to other sports in addition 
to basketball. As a volleyball player, Sam’s pres-
ence as an attacker helped Glenwood capture 
West Central Conference titles in 1984 and 1985 
under the new head coach Steve Knutson. She 
earned spots on the All-WCC volleyball squads 
in her final three years, during which she was the 
Lakers’ MVP. Sam’s performance on the vol-
leyball court in her final season netted her the 
Most Valuable Player award in the West Central 
Conference. Noting that volleyball was not con-
sidered her best activity, Sam takes extra pride 
in also being selected to the All-Area Volleyball 
team following her final season.  

Sam lettered in fastpitch softball four times, while lettering as 
a track and field athlete in her senior year. She qualified for the 
Region 6A Track and Field meet in the long jump.

Sam’s dedication and commitment to co-curricular activi-
ties have long been a source of pride for the Mattson family. 
J.J. Mattson Wegner notes that her older sister was one of her 
biggest influences growing up. “Imagine being able to play 
with your hero and mentor…., to be teammates, to learn from 
her and be ‘coached’ by her. So not only was she the amazing 
athlete that she was, Sam also took the time to help me become 
the person I am today…., always encouraging and helping me 
grow,” concluded Wegner.

It is noted that her varsity basketball coach at Glen-
wood High School, Gerry “Herm” Hill, was a major 
influence in shaping Sam’s career. Coach Hill was 
a tremendous teacher of the game, and is credited 
with developing Sam into a more well-rounded, 
team player.    

After graduating from Glenwood High School 
in 1986, Sam played basketball at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota-Morris while furthering her 
education.  She was a three year starter for the 
Cougars and was named Rookie of the Year as 
well as being named Conference Player of the 
Week several times.

Presently, Sam Gulon and her family (hus-
band Tom, along with children Sydney and 
John) reside in the Detroit Lakes area. She 
is a Language Arts instructor at Detroit 
Lakes Middle School. From 1995-99, 
Sam was at the helm of the Detroit Lakes 
Lakers volleyball program that captured 
five Mid-State Conference Champion-
ships, en route to a cumulative record of 
88-40.      



Jennifer “JJ” Mattson Wegner
Glenwood High School, 1988 Graduate
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History will reflect kindly on Glenwood High 
School graduate J.J. Mattson as being one of the 
premier female athletes to ever come through 
the schools that make up Minnewaska Area.  J.J. 
amassed fourteen varsity letters in three sports.  
Along the way, she was selected to four All-Con-
ference squads while receiving All-Conference 
Honorable Mention four other times.  That talent, 
dedication, and hard work allowed her to be in-
volved competitively in two separate sports on the 
collegiate level.  
J.J. earned six letters at Glenwood High School as 
a dominant force in tennis.  She played doubles in 
7th and 8th grade and then played #1 Singles from 
9th grade on.  Her career was capped off with State 
Class A Meet appearances in 1986 and 1987.  She 
advanced to the quarterfinal round in the State 
Singles competition each season.  It was during 
those two years that her Laker teammates named J.J. 
the Most Valuable Player.  She was the West Central 
Conference Singles champion in her senior year.  Her Lakers won 
the District Championship in 1986 and repeated the feat the follow-
ing year.  As an eighth grader, J.J. was selected as Glenwood’s most 
improved player while earning honorable mention to the West Central 
All-Conference squad.  She was also selected most improved player as 
a freshman and earned two more honorable mentions her freshman 
and sophomore years before earning spots on the league’s West Cen-
tral All-Conference team following her junior and senior seasons.  J.J. 
had an 18-0 record going into the District Championship match her 
senior year but had to default due to an elbow injury.  She ended the 
season with a 23-5 record and ended her high school career winning 
approximately 100 tennis matches.  
The basketball court was another arena where J.J. shined, collecting 
five varsity letters. Her career point total of 1290 is the second highest 
for a girls’ basketball player in the history of Glenwood High School. 
These points were scored during an era when seasons were frequently 
six to eight games shorter when compared to today and the three-
point line didn’t come into play until J.J.’s senior year.  According to J.J., 
that first year she wasn’t focused on shooting from the three point line.  
She consistently took shots where her foot was on the 
three point line but didn’t transition to being a three 
point shooter until college.  J.J.’s older sister, Sam, 
is the only one to rank higher on that elite list of 
all-time female basketball scorers at Glenwood. The 
Mattson sisters were the only two female basketball 
players in the history of Glenwood High School to 
each score more than 1000 points.    
Her achievements on the hardwood resulted in J.J. 
being honored as a selection to the West Central 
Tribune All-Area Basketball Team following 
her junior and senior seasons. It was rare for a 
student-athlete to be selected to that team two 
times, as candidates came from schools in nearly 
20 counties across the region. As a sophomore, 
J.J. was selected to the All Conference Honor-
able Mention team while earning All Confer-
ence honors her junior and senior years.  
As a fastpitch softball player, J.J. earned three 
letters and was also selected to this sport’s 
West Central Tribune All-Area squad as 
first baseman following her senior year. Her 
hand-eye coordination and quick reflexes 
provided stability in the field and at the 

plate.  J.J. batted .360 with power on a 15-3 team 
as a junior.  As a senior, J.J. batted .404 with 2 
home runs and 17 RBIs on an 11-6 softball team 
during regular season play.  
J.J. notes many people were vital in fostering her 
development as a well-rounded student-athlete. 
This would include her loving and supporting 
family members, parents Jean and the late Ray 
Mattson, plus older sister Sam who also became 
a decorated multi-sport athlete at Glenwood 
High School.  Both of the Mattson sisters were 
nominated as Glenwood High School representa-
tives for the West Central Tribune’s Hengstler-
Ranweiler Award.  J.J. was nominated in 1988, two 
years after Sam was nominated for the prestigious 
honor.  Samantha Mattson Gulon is also one of 
the members of the inaugural class to be inducted 
into the Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic Hall 
of Fame this year.    
Among her coaches and teachers, J.J. really ap-

preciated the commitment and dedication set forth by Dave Hegna, 
Gerry “Herm” Hill, Arden Hyland, Steve Hoffmann, Nancy Hoffmann, 
and others. 
After graduating from Glenwood High School, J.J. received an athletic 
scholarship from Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato. She posted 
some eye-popping numbers during her one season as part of the Lady 
Vikings program.  Her 555 points in the 1988-89 season set the wom-
en’s basketball school record in that category. She also set the Lady Vi-
kings record for free throw accuracy missing only 21 charity tosses out 
of 170 attempts, converting at an 88% rate. She also broke the school 
record for three-point baskets for a season (42) and in a single game 
(5).   There were actually two separate games when J.J. nailed 5 three-
pointers in each game.  She was selected to the Minnesota Community 
College Conference (MCCC) Women’s Basketball elite squad as a First 
Team All-State player.  J.J. was selected to the MCCC’s All Southern 
Division squad and was a Second Team All-Region player.
J.J. would later transfer to the University of Minnesota-Morris where 
she participated in the Lady Cougars’ Tennis program in 1989. She 
played first singles and was part of the first doubles team, earning a 

22-6 record and team Most Valuable Player honors. 
Moorhead State University (now 
known as Minnesota State University-
Moorhead) expressed interest in hav-
ing J.J. join their Women’s Basketball 
program for her junior and senior years 
in college.  She attended on a basketball 
scholarship, but an illness forced her to 
abandon her aspirations of competing 
for the Lady Dragons.  After earning her 
degree at Moorhead State, J.J. returned to 
this area.  She demonstrated her love of 
the game to younger groups of students by 
coaching the Minnewaska Lakers Varsity 
Girls’ Tennis team for four seasons and 
also coached the Lakers Varsity Boys’ Ten-
nis team for three years.  She served as an 
assistant (junior high and JV) coach when 
Arden Hyland was guiding the Minnewaska 
Girls’ Basketball program through some of 
the Lakers most prosperous seasons.
Employed by Douglas County Hospital, J.J. 
and her husband, Bob, reside in Alexandria.  
 



Brian Malyon
Minnewaska Area High School, 1993 Graduate

Page 16

In 1989, the school districts of Glenwood, Starbuck, 
and Villard voted to combine their student bodies 
and build a state-of the art facility on a scenic hill-
side overlooking Lake Minnewaska.  Construction 
was completed in the fall of 1991 as Minnewaska 
Area High School opened its doors ushering in a 
new era of education in Pope County.  Along with 
the anticipation of a new and exciting curriculum 
for students came the opportunity to excel in the 
area of extra-curricular activities.  Athletically the 
new school did not disappoint as the decade of the 
nineties saw several excellent team and individual 
performances for the Lakers.

One of the outstanding student/athletes from those 
first years at MAHS was Brian Malyon.  A hard 
working, naturally gifted athlete with speed, strength 
and tremendous leaping ability who excelled in football, basketball, 
and track and field.

His varsity athletic career began at Glenwood High School in 1989 
when he earned his first letter as a freshman in track and field.  A year 
later he earned letters not only in track and field, but in football and 
basketball as well during the final year of the Blue and Gold.
In the fall of 1991, Brian moved on to the brand new Minnewaska 
Area High School where he immediately became a force in football 
as a wide receiver and safety on the gridiron.  During his senior 
campaign in 1992 he led the area with 43 receptions as the Lakers 
won the West Central Conference Championship.   He was named to 
the WCC All-Conference team and chosen to represent MAHS on the 
West Central Tribune All-Area team.   Football Coach Steve Hill said 
of Brian, “He was a fast and reliable receiver, and a tough safety with 
great instincts.  He seemed like he could do it all.  To top it off, he was, 
and is, a great young man.”

On the hardwood during the winter of 1991-1992 and again in 1992-
1993, Brian played for Coach Greg Starns where he starred for one 
of the most talented teams in the history of high 
school boys’ basketball in Pope County.  The com-
ing together of the three schools provided a dearth 
of basketball talent and saw Malyon as one of its 
top players.  At 6’3”, he was a great touch shooter 
around the basket, but his forte was his rebound-
ing ability, both offensively and defensively, and 
the ability to block shots.  His vertical jump was 
phenomenal as he often soared effortlessly above 
opponents as he swatted away numerous shot at-
tempts each game.  His rebounding was second 
to none as he cleaned up the boards on the 
defensive end while putting back layups, along 
with the occasional slam dunk, on the offensive 
side.  He helped propel the Lakers to the State 
Class A Tournament in the school’s first year 
as the team rolled through the Sub-Section 
Tournament before winning the Section 6A 
Championship at the storied fieldhouse at 
Concordia College in Moorhead where Brian 
made a number of critical baskets along with 
several key rebounds to help the Lakers to 
two heart-pounding victories over Staples/
Motley and Pelican Rapids.  At the State 
Tournament, held at the St. Paul Civic 
Center in St. Paul, he and his teammates had 
a great showing as they brought home the 
fourth place trophy.

As a senior during the 1992-1993 hoops campaign, 
Brian helped lead his teammates to an unblemished 
regular season as they won the West Central Confer-
ence while being rated the state’s number one team 
in Class A throughout much of the winter.  During 
the post-season the Lakers again rolled through the 
Sub-Section Tournament where Malyon and com-
pany crushed previously unbeaten and state ranked 
Browerville in the final to once again qualify for a trip 
to Moorhead.  With dreams of a state title on their 
minds, the Lakers were upset in the semifinals of 
the Section 6A Tournament at Concordia 57-55 in a 
rematch of the previous year’s final vs. Pelican Rapids.  
Brian finished his stellar basketball career being named 
All-WCC, and All-Area while helping to lead MAHS 
to an impressive and still unequaled 25-1 record.  He 
also set several rebounding records, where his name 

can still be found near the top of the list over twenty years later.  Bill 
Mills, Minnewaska Boys’ Basketball Assistant Coach in the early 
1990’s and current MAHS Activities Director commented.  “Brian 
was an excellent leader, and great team player who lead by example.  
He was highly intelligent and the kind of athlete who could always get 
himself in proper position regardless of where he was on the court.  
As a coaching staff, we marveled at his natural physical gifts and how 
smooth and easy he often made playing a difficult game look.” 

In the spring, Brian turned his athletic pursuits to track and field, 
where he was again a standout.   He qualified for the section meet 
as a sophomore, junior, and senior as both a sprinter and hurdler 
in running events, and a jumper in the long jump, triple jump, and 
high jump.  As a senior he dominated the jumping events where he 
set a West Central Conference record of 6’4 ¾” in the high jump, and 
set Minnewaska records for the long jump at 22 feet, and the triple 
jump at 44 feet.  He finished both his junior and senior seasons by 
qualifying for the State Class A Track & Field Meet in both the long 
jump and triple jump where he medaled both years in each event.  He 
finished fifth in the long jump, and sixth in the triple jump as a junior, 

and topped that by finishing in third and fourth place respectively 
in those same two events as a senior.  When asked 
about Brian’s track and field prowess, Minnewaska 
Coach Steve Hill stated, “I don’t think we’ve ever 
had another athlete quite like Brian.  He possessed 
a unique combination of athletic skills.  In track and 
field, he could’ve excelled in most, if not all the events; 
he was an outstanding sprinter, jumper and hurdler. “

Prior to graduating in the spring of 1993, Brian was 
named a finalist for the Minnesota State High School 
League’s AAA (Academics, Athletics, & Arts) Award, 
an honor achieved by only one other Minnewaska 
student/athlete since 1993.  He was also a nominee for 
the prestigious Hengstler-Ranweiler Award given yearly 
by the West Central Tribune.

After graduating from Minnewaska Area High School, 
Brian attended Bethel University where he participated 
in both football and track and field while pursuing a 
degree in Biology.  Following his college graduation, he 
entered medical school at the University of Minnesota-
Duluth for two years before concluding his MD degree at 
the University of Minnesota Medical School in the Twin 
Cities where he specialized in Family Practice.  Upon 
conclusion of his residency he began his career as a doctor 
in Red Wing where he continues to live today with his wife 
Julie, sons Caleb (13), Seth (6), and daughter Alyssa (10).



Carrie Cooley
Minnewaska Area High School, 1998 Graduate
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Of the outstanding female athletes that partici-
pated on the fields and courts at Minnewaska 
Area High School in the decade of the nineties, 
perhaps the most synonymous with athletic 
excellence was Carrie Cooley.  A highly talented, 
competitive and skilled student/athlete, Carrie 
had an exceptional understanding of the sports 
in which she participated.  She earned a total of 
11 letters during a lengthy varsity athletic career.  
A career highlighted by a number of superior 
team and individual successes.
Carrie did not participate in a fall sport until her 
junior year in 1996 when she ran and lettered 
as a member of fledgling girls’ cross country 
program.  As a senior in the autumn of 1997, she 
shifted sports to girls’ tennis where as a doubles 
player, not only lettered on the varsity, but made 
the WCC All-Conference team in her only year 
of participation.  Her tennis coach at the time 
and fellow 2014 Minnewaska Area Schools Hall 
of Fame Inductee Jennifer Mattson Wegner said of Carrie, “She was 
a great natural athlete, who was able to make a quick transition to 
tennis because of how hard she worked.  She became a great doubles 
partner because she hustled out every ball and never gave up on a 
point.  She had that go-getter attitude which was appreciated by her 
teammates.”
It was Carrie’s winter and spring sports where she gained her 
notoriety as a star athlete.  Earning a starting spot as a freshman 
point guard, Carrie ran the offense for Coach Arden Hyland’s high 
powered and highly talented girls’ basketball teams for four years.  
She was a tremendous passer as she unselfishly distributed the ball 
to open teammates.  Although an excellent shooter and scorer in her 
own right, her game became synonymous with the great pass or as-
sist to an open teammate.  She was the consummate team player who 
believed the success of the team was always more important than any 
individual accolade.  During her four year career where she helped 
lead the Lakers on the hardwood, they won an amazing 88 games 
against only 23 defeats. They finished second in the 
WCC four years in a row, while 
winning three section champi-
onships as the Lakers qualified 
for the State Girls’ Basketball 
Tournament in 1995, 1996, and 
1997.  During her junior season, 
the Lakers had their best post-
season run making it all the way 
to the State Class AA Champion-
ship game.  Carrie played a key 
role in a stunning semifinal win 
over top ranked Blake at William’s 
Arena on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota before falling 
to conference rival New London-
Spicer in the state title game.  Her 
senior season, Carrie led the Lakers 
back to the section tournament for 
a fourth straight year before falling 
to Crookston. Her basketball awards 
and recognitions were many.  She 
was named honorable mention in 
the West Central Conference as a 
sophomore and junior.  As a junior 
was named to the State Class AA 
All-Tournament team.  Her senior 
season she was named to the WCC 

All-Conference team, the West Central Tribune 
All-Area Team, as well as being named All-State 
in Class AA.  She concluded her basketball career 
by playing in the State All-Star game, the only 
Laker girls’ basketball player to date to receive the 
honor.  Today she still holds five team records, two 
for three point field goal percentage, and three for 
assists.  She is also in the top ten in numerous other 
categories.  Of her career, her high school Coach 
Arden Hyland commented,  “Carrie was one of the 
best ball handlers I ever coached...”.   “I recall the 
year after we lost to New London-Spicer in the state 
championship we were playing them in a confer-
ence game when she was a senior. Carrie stole the 
ball and headed down the floor with one defender 
ahead of her.  At half court the defender tried to 
stop her, and she did an around the back dribble 
and left the girl standing.  It was probably the best 
move I ever saw from one of my players.”
As successful as she was as a basketball player, 

perhaps Carrie’s best sport was on the diamond in the spring playing 
fastptich softball.  Learning much from her dad by watching him play 
for the local men’s fastpitch team out of Villard, she developed an 
unparalleled understanding of the game and its nuances.  A natural 
right hander, Carrie was taught by her dad, Alan, to bat left handed.  
She broke into the varsity line-up as an eighth grader in the spring of 
1994 where she pitched in the State Class A Softball Tournament at 
Caswell Park in North Mankato.   The next four seasons she an-
chored the Laker line-up at shortstop while also pitching when called 
upon.  She was named WCC-All Conference for three seasons, and 
was a member of the 1997 WCC Conference Championship team.   
She was also a team captain her junior and senior seasons.  Follow-
ing an outstanding senior year, she was named the Most Valuable 
Player in the West Central Conference.  At the conference coaches 
meeting that spring, veteran Benson/Hancock Coach Ken Grunig 
commented that Carrie made plays during her career that he’d never 
seen in all his years of coaching softball in the conference.  She was 

also chosen All-Area, and Class A All-State 
where she played in the State All-Star Game.  
When she walked off the Minnewaska Area 
High School softball complex for the final time 
in May of 1998, she held eight team records 
for hits, RBI’s, runs scored, pitching saves, and 
infield assists.  In looking back at Carrie’s fast-
pitch career long time Coach Steve Hoffmann 
noted, “Carrie was a humble and quiet leader.  
She led by example and was always very well 
liked by her teammates.  No matter whom the 
opponent, she played without fear and played 
as hard as she could.  Carrie was, without a 
doubt, one of the very best players I’ve had 
the opportunity to coach.” 
Following her stellar high school athletic 
career, Carrie enrolled at St. Olaf College in 
Northfield where she played both basketball 
and fastpitch softball for four years while 
majoring in Family Studies with a Biomedi-
cal Minor.  She eventually continued her 
schooling earning a Master’s Degree in 
Physical Education and Health at the Uni-
versity of Mary in Bismarck, North Dakota. 
Today she lives in St. Paul and is employed 
by Delta Airlines.  She is also the assistant 
fastpitch softball coach for Minneapolis 
South High School.



Harry Haldorson
Inducted 1995; Class of 1924
Basketball team captain
High point man with 38 points
Multi-sport athlete
 
Paul R. Hoplin
Inducted 1995; Class of 1945
Captain of 1944 Football Team (Unanimously Elected)
(Points scored 239, points allowed 27)
Inspiration on Defense and Offense
Football - only sport senior year as he enlisted in the US 
Navy, January 1945
  
Clifford Hansen
Inducted 1995; Class of 1927
Undefeated Football Team of 1927 
(Points scored 154, points allowed 0)
Basketball and Track
Luther College Hall of Fame
Chicago Bears of the NFL
Glenwood Football Coach in 1944 - Undefeated Team
Coached Basketball and Track - 30 years
 
 

Hall of Fame
Art Olson
Inducted 1995; Class of 1925
Football and Basketball
Captain of Basketball Team
Football at Luther College, Captain of 1928 Team
Luther College Hall of Fame
Coach of Football and Basketball
Teacher and Superintendent of Wall Lake, Iowa
 
Erwin Haldorson 
Inducted 1995; Class of 1927
Played all sports
District champs in Basketball - 1927
Member of Luther College Hall of Fame
 
David Hagen
Inducted 1995; Class of 1945
An aggressive tackle - undefeated football team in 1945
Member of West Central Conference Football Team
Member of Minnesota All-State Team
Minnesota’s First North-South Game, August 1945
Several College Scholarship Offers
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Enshrined  in 1995 & 1996
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Donald Branby 
Inducted 1996;  Class of 1946
Member of 1946 District 22 Basketball Champions
High point scorer for season, All-Regional Team
Football All-Conference
Baseball and Track (placed at State Track)
University of Colorado Football, Basketball and Baseball
Two time selection All Big Seven Conference Team
Associated Press All American, Defensive End - 1952
Participant of East-West Shrine Game, 1952
Awarded 9 letters from University of Colorado
Played and coached in Canadian Football league
 
Walter (Bud) Hausken
Inducted 1996; Class of 1946
Captain of 1946 Football Team and All-Conference
Scored 159 points for undefeated 1944 football team
Co-Captain of the All-State Football Team
All-Conference Basketball  - 1946
Track - District Region and State Honors
Played on the University of Minnesota Football Team
US Air Force Fighter Pilot 
 

Jerry (Jeke) Olson
Inducted 1996; Class of 1956
Quarterback on Football Team (Led in Rushing and Pass-
ing Yards)
North-South All State Football Game 1956
Basketball District and Region Champions
Basketball MSHSL Consolation Champions 1956
All-State Tournament Basketball Team
Baseball and Track
Pole Vault Conference Record 12’ 5/8”, 4th at State Track
 
Richard (Gus) Mundinger
Inducted 1995; Class of 1945
6’6” Tight End and Defensive Player
West Central Conference Football Team
Minnesota All-State Football Team
Basketball and Track
University of Minnesota
Chicago Bears of the NFL
 

Enshrined  in 1995 & 1996
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The Minnewaska Laker Foundation was formed in September 2007 as a non-profit tax exempt organization, to 
support and improve the activities programs (including athletics, fine arts, music and academic activities) of the 
Minnewaska Area School District #2149. Our mission is to maximize educational opportunities for students to 
participate in Minnewaska Laker activities, by: 
•     Keeping activity fees affordable
•     Supporting students and activities
•     Building ties among alumni, the Minnewaska schools, communities, and the current students 
•     Emphasizing concepts learned through participation in sports, band, choir and other activities 
       that carry over to academics and personal development. 

The Minnewaska Laker Foundation Mission

Needs
The high costs of activities fees are a particular burden in the Minnewaska Area School District. Anything the 
Foundation can do to help reduce the activity fees may make a significant difference in whether many students 
and their families feel they can afford to participate in activities. There are also needs for equipment, uniforms, 
and infrastructure associated with activities. 

Who We Serve 
The Minnewaska Laker Foundation serves the girls and boys in the Minnewaska Area Schools junior and senior 
high school. These boys and girls are from the following communities: Glenwood, Starbuck, Villard, Lowry, 
Sedan and Terrace. The Laker Foundation encourages students to participate in fine arts, music, athletics, and 
academic activities, by helping assure that these opportunities continue, and by helping keep them affordable for 
students and their families. 

The Value of Activities for Students and the Community 
The Laker Foundation is aware that the community values the educational opportunities afforded by par-
ticipation in activities and wants to help assure this continues. On average, 75% of students in grades 7-12 
participate in at least one school-sponsored activity. We hope to encourage even higher participation in the 
future.  Activities support the academic mission of schools and are an extension of a good educational 
program. Students in activity programs tend to have higher grade-point averages, better attendance records, 
lower dropout rates and fewer discipline problems than students generally. Activity programs provide valu-
able lessons in teamwork, sportsmanship, and hard work, and students learn self-discipline and leadership, 
build self-confidence, and develop skills that carry through the rest of their lives.
 

Donations
Your donations are greatly appreciated and qualify as tax-deductible charitable donations.
Investing in the health of our schools and community is especially important during times when State and 
Federal funding is scarce and unpredictable. As community members, it is our right and responsibility to 
ensure that our youth have the tools they need to reach their full potential.

We invite you to participate in this special opportunity. Your gift will benefit countless generations of chil-
dren and make it possible to expand and enhance the activities in the Minnewaska Area School District 
for our children today. Please visit www.minnewaskalakerfoundation.org to contribute to the Minnewaska 
Laker Foundation. 



THE POPE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
CELEBRATES OUR ATHLETES

Explore the history and tradition of sport in our community through our collection of 
artifacts, photographs, yearbooks, and personal files. From turn of the century baseball 
uniforms, to ski jump footage, to clippings of last week’s game, we track local history.

The Pope County Museum
809 South Lakeshore Drive

Glenwood, Minnesota  56334
320-634-3293

popecountymuseum@gmail.com
popecountymuseum.com

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday •10-5

Hall of Fame Criteria
 
The primary factors for Hall of Fame consideration are outstanding individual performance or team success at 
the high school level while at Glenwood, Starbuck, Villard, and/or Minnewaska Area High School.  Voters can 
consider post-high school accomplishments in their evaluation of players.  Voters can also consider “character” 
in their evaluation of candidates.
 
Eligibility 
·     Athletes are eligible after a ten year waiting period.  For instance, the earliest a 2003 high school graduate  
     could be inducted to the Hall of Fame would be with the class of 2014.
·     Coaches are eligible after a two year waiting period following their retirement as a coach from Glenwood,    
     Starbuck, Villard, or Minnewaska Area High School.
·     Teams are eligible after a ten year waiting period.
·     At-Large (media, game officials, administrators, community leaders) are eligible after fifteen years of note
     worthy involvement with any of the four previously mentioned schools.
·     Extenuating circumstances can be considered regarding waiting periods.
 
We are now accepting nominations for 2015.  Nomination forms may be found on the Minnewaska Area High 
School website.  Please go to www.minnewaska.k12.mn.us and look under the “Athletic Hall of Fame” section.








