Congratulations to all the Inductees
A Letter from the Minnewaska Laker Foundation President
Congratulations to the 2015 Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees. Your achievements
are impressive and you represent the strong athletic organizations within our collective communities and
schools. We are honored to bring you all together for recognition at this event.
We know that participation in extra-curricular activities contributes to providing
valuable lessons in teamwork, sportsmanship and hard work, self-discipline and
leadership, building self-confidence, and developing skills that last a lifetime. This
is what sparked the development of the Minnewaska Laker Foundation, to ensure
students have these opportunities for years to come.
We invite you to support our Foundation and also to continue to support the Hall
of Fame by nominating athletes in the future. More information can be found on
our website: www.minnewaskalakerfoundation.org.
Again, congratulations to our 2015 Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic Hall of
Fame Inductees, and thank you to everyone working so diligently to create a
memorable experience for our exceptional alumni athletes through our Hall of
Fame.

Rick Ekstrand
Minnewaska Laker Foundation President

Sincerely,
Rick Ekstrand, President
Minnewaska Laker Foundation

Thank You
Thanks to the following for helping us make this day a success.
American Solutions for Business
ASI Fine Art & Custom Wall Creations
Captains Bar & Grill
Dairy Queen of Glenwood
Douglas County Hospital
Eagle Bank
Glacial Ridge Health System
Glenwood Chamber of Commerce
Glenwood State Bank
Grand Stay Hotel of Glenwood
Gulsvig Productions
Healthland
Heartland Orthopedics

Kim Joos - Photography
Minnewaska Area High School
Minnewaska Golf Club
Minnewaska House
Minnewaska Jaycees
Palmer Creations
Pizza Ranch of Glenwood
Pope County Museum
Pope County Tribune
Soo Line Credit Union
Subway of Glenwood
Sweet Indulgence - Custom Sweets by Jessica Wilmes
Tom’s Food Pride
Uptown Florist

Program Schedule
5:00 p.m............................................... Social Hour
6:00 p.m............................................... Welcome by Rick Ekstrand, Minnewaska Laker Foundation President
6:00 p.m............................................... Dinner
6:30 p.m............................................... Bill Mills, MAHS Director of Community Education & Activities
6:35 p.m............................................... Induction Ceremony, Dave “D-Mac” McClurg, KXRA Radio
Master of Ceremonies

The inductees are...
Minnewaska Area Schools and the Minnewaska Laker Foundation would like to congratulate the 2015 inductees of the Athletic Hall of Fame. They are outstanding “Keepers of the Game.” Minnewaska Area Schools and
the Minnewaska Laker Foundation are excited about this Athletic Hall of Fame class of inductees. The hall of
fame recognizes athletic excellence from those who participated at the current Minnewaska Area High School
(MAHS), as well as the former individual high schools in Glenwood, Starbuck and Villard that currently make
up MAHS. The Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic Hall of Fame 2015 inductees are:

Norm Opheim

Starbuck High School - Class of 1954
Presented by Larry Hagen (friend)

Robert Blaine, Ph.D.

Villard High School
Administrator and Coach
Presented by Ted Reichmann posthumous
Delivered by David Tank (athlete)

Bill Malyon

Glenwood High School - Class of 1964
Presented by Brian Malyon (son)

Doug MacIver

Glenwood High School - Class of 1965
Presented by Phil MacIver (brother)

Mike E. Shea

Glenwood High School - Class of 1965
Presented by John Gloege (friend)

Rick Anderson

Starbuck High School - Class of 1966
Presented by Indi Wobbema (granddaughter)

Bill D. Bailey

Starbuck High School
Coach
Presented by Mindy Kent & Sheila Lanners (daughters)

Bill Rutledge

Starbuck High School - Class of 1982
Presented by Matt Rutledge (brother)

Greg Toivonen

Starbuck High School - Class of 1982
Presented by Doug Toivonen (brother)

Doug Toivonen

Starbuck High School - Class of 1985
Presented by Greg Toivonen (brother)

Heather Pennie-Roy

Villard High School - Class of 1990
Presented by Dave Dziengel (coach)

Melissa “Missy” Kath

Minnewaska Area High School - Class of 1997
Presented by Arden Hyland (coach)

Christine (Moen) Meulebroeck

Minnewaska Area High School - Class of 1997
Presented by Arden Hyland (coach)

Jack Stackpool

Glenwood and Minnewaska Area High Schools
Coach and Athletic Director
Presented by Ann Gunderson (daughter)

Page 1

Norm Opheim
Starbuck High School, 1954 Graduate
Football. Basketball. Baseball. Those were the three sports
available to boys attending Starbuck High School in the early
1950s. Like many of his classmates Norm Opheim
participated in all three. His coaches apparently
liked the idea of having the ball in Norm’s hands
as much as possible as evidenced by his being a
quarterback or running back in football, guard
in basketball, and pitcher or infielder in baseball.
Opheim was a captain in each sport as well.
Football attracted some interest but not much
team success. The 1953 team finished with three
wins and two losses. The 1947 team with a 4-2
record was the most recent team to top the .500
mark. Bill Saari was both the football coach and
basketball coach and it was said that his main interest was getting the kids on the basketball court.
Opheim was on the baseball team in eighth
grade. As a sophomore he was already the top
pitcher. The team finished above .500 in his final
three seasons with the highlight being a second
place finish in the 1953 District tournament. Starbuck gave the champion team from Morris all they wanted in a
3-2 title game.
Norm was a regular on the varsity basketball team as a
ninth grader. Several classmates, including Norris Stenson,
played significant minutes. They endured a 7-win, 13-loss
season but one of the highlights was Opheim scoring 20 points
in a game.
The team’s win total increased to 15
then 16 in the next two campaigns.
Opheim was the primary ball
handler while still averaging double
figures in points. Getting the ball to
Stenson was a great option to have as
he became one of the top scorers in
the state.
There was much anticipation entering the 1953-54 basketball season.
The Bucks had a veteran lineup that
had set a school record in the previous
campaign by becoming the first team to
average more than 60 points per game.
A regular season record of 18-2 assured
Starbuck of one of the top seeds in the
20-team District along with Breckenridge, Elbow Lake and Morris.
There would be nothing easy about the
1954 playoff. Benson was the quarterfinal
opponent and they were the tournament
host. Starbuck won 50-45 but had some
angst when Opheim sprained an ankle.
Overtime was needed to overcome Morris in the semifinals. Wahpeton hosted a
thrilling championship game that ended in
a 53-52 win over Wheaton. The wins were by a combined total
of eight points.
Following the District title, a columnist for the Swift County
Monitor had high praise for Starbuck. “In Norrie Stenson and
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Norman Opheim they have two of the smoothest floor men
and good shots this writer has ever seen in high school ball.”
It had been since 1932 that Starbuck had
played in the Region tournament. Joining
them in 1954 was the imposing trio of Alexandria, Detroit Lakes, and Brainerd. The sting
of an opening round loss by the score of 67-49
to Brainerd before some 5,800 spectators at
Concordia College was lessened when Brainerd
went on to win the state championship. The
Bucks defeated Detroit Lakes for third place.
The 22 wins on the season is tied for the most
in Starbuck history and their nearly 61 points
per game was a new school record. Opheim
ended his career with 854 points – second only
to teammate Norris Stenson at the time and is
still number six on the all-time scoring list.
Single-class basketball could be charming
and cruel, sometimes in consecutive games.
On a state-wide scale, small school success
stories such as Buhl, Gilbert, and Edgerton
happened every decade or so. If you set the “Cinderella”
standard as cities with 1,000 or less in population to make the
state tournament, then the only qualifier from Region Six in
the span of years from 1925-1970 would be Henning (coached
by Norm’s cousin Dave Opheim) in 1965 and 1966. The only
school smaller than Starbuck to play in the Region Six basketball tournament in the decade of the fifties was
Clinton in 1956.
Norm attended Concordia College for a year
before spending four years in the U.S. Air Force.
He continued to participate in baseball and basketball and played games at Clark Air Base in the
Philippines and also in Japan. When he returned
stateside he enrolled at Moorhead State. During
his junior season he was named the MVP of the
basketball team. As a senior he was a captain
and an all-conference selection.
Dragon Coach Glenn Cafer was quoted in
the Minneapolis Tribune following a late-season win, saying “Norm Opheim, a 5-10 senior
from Starbuck, played as fine a game as I’ve
ever seen a guard play. He got 13 rebounds, intercepted and controlled seven passes and had
many assists. Norm will break up any press.
He’s a tremendous performer.”
Parkers Prairie was the first stop in his
teaching and coaching career. He coached
multiple sports and competed against Starbuck in the Lake to Prairie Conference. The
remainder of his teaching and coaching was
at Sherburn where he joined the 25-year
coaches club in 1987. When Norm moved
to Sherburn for the 1969-70 school term he got a close-up
view of the last basketball team from a small school to win the
state tournament in the single-class era. Although he didn’t
coach basketball that year he could easily relate to the enjoyment experienced by the team and the community.

Robert Blaine, Ph.D.
Villard High School, Coach/Administrator, 1957-1968
As the autumn of 1957 arrived, a fiery, red haired Bob Blaine,
with wife and children in tow, cruised into Villard High School
(VHS) to teach social studies. Along with that
assignment came the additional duties of coaching the only two sports offered at the time: Boys’
basketball and football.
Mr. Blaine immediately began to turn the reeling
and historically unsuccessful sports programs to a
level of competitiveness that had never been previously experienced. The 1957 football season went
2-5 and the VHS basketball team won its first game
in two years. The Mallard cagers eventually won
five and played Osakis very tough in a sub-district
playoff loss in February of 1958.
Buoyed by the most successful basketball season
in years, and with faith and belief in their new
coach, the upper classman petitioned Coach Blaine
to see if the school could get a baseball team going. Blaine approached Superintendent Feda and
pleaded his case. Of course he could have a team,
but it was understood there would be no additional coaching pay.
Undeterred and determined, Bob was able to round up enough ball
players to start the program. He recalled that 7th grader Wallace
“Butch” Judkins and 8th grader, Roger Albers, were his two best
pitchers.
In a recent conversation, Roger Albers recalled Coach Blaine as
a disciplinarian, extremely competitive, and fair minded with his
players. He also vividly remembers some of Blaine’s capers off the
field and out of the classroom.
Albers stated, “He took some of
the players up to spear suckers
in a favorite river near his home
town of Frazee. He also loved to
hunt and he’d often have us flush
pigeons out of area silos so he
could take a crack at them with
his shotgun.”
During the 1958-59 school
year, Blaine headed all three
sports. The boys’ football team
struggled that fall, but the basketball team went 15-6 and won
the first ever sub-district title
for the school. In District action
they had Melrose on the ropes,
but a strong second half left them a few points short as the Dutchmen won a hard fought game at Central High School in Glenwood.
As the school year came to a close, he again skippered the fledgling
Mallard 9.
In the fall of 1960, Mr. Blaine took over more responsibilities as
he also became the K-12 principal to go along with his classroom
obligations. This did not change his coaching status as he continued
on as the head coach for football, boys’ basketball and baseball. The
fall football campaign in ’60 was again a bit of a struggle, but the
basketball team had another great year going 15-4, and included an
upset win over a powerful Osakis Silverstreaks team 48-43.
As principal during the 1961-62 year, and due primarily to his
guidance and recommendation, Blaine initiated, and the school
was granted entrance into the Little 8 Conference. Villard had been
removed from the conference for unsportsmanlike conduct several
years earlier. The highlight of the sports year was again the boys’
basketball team who had a third straight successful season finishing
14-7. Along the way they added a conference championship, subdistrict championship, and a strong district performance against

the eventual winner and state entrant Sauk Centre Mainstreeters; a
team that included the legendary Izzy Schmiesing. That same Sauk
Centre team would ultimately go on to finish in third place at Williams Arena.
The 1962-63 school year again found Blaine’s
basketball team highly successful going 16-6 while
winning another conference championship, sub-district championship, and a district win over previously
unbeaten Upsala. In district semifinals competition,
his Mallards led a potent Alexandria team for three
quarters only to see the lead slip away in the waning moments of the fourth quarter due to their floor
general, Ted Reichmann, fouling out. This is not a
game Bob likes to talk about even today, 52 years later.
While interviewing for this article he said that contest,
“…is still a thorn in my side!”
For Bob Blaine, seven years of coaching all three
sports ended with the beginning of the 1963 school
year when Blaine relinquished the reins of his football
and baseball coaching to others as he took over the Superintendency of the Villard Public Schools. However, he remained
as the head boys’ basketball coach that year, and the two more that
followed. The Mallard roundballers went 4-16 in 1963-1964, and
1964-1965, before rebounding to a 13-7 record during his final head
coaching stint in 1965-1966.
Blaine would eventually leave Villard following the 1967-1968
school year and go on to earn his Doctorate in Philosophy from
the University of Minnesota in the Twin Cities in 1969. From there,
he continued on his journey in public education which included
several years of administrative work in
the Philippine Islands in the western
Pacific Ocean before coming back
home to Minnesota. Upon his return
to the states, Bob would spend the rest
of a long and accomplished career as
the curriculum director for the AnokaHennepin School District in the north
metro suburbs where he wrote, developed, and secured federal funding for
the highly successful Blaine Senior High
School Project which attracted educators
nationally and internationally.
Today, the octogenarian spends part
of the year wintering in the Philippines
with his wife Lilia, babysitting his grandchildren, and vacationing on Lake 6 near
Frazee.
No state championships or even district championships were
won under Bob Blaine. With that said, his influence on the young
men he coached in Villard cannot be understated. Despite the
school’s small enrollment size relative to other area schools, Bob was
able to build programs in which his participants believed. If you
ask those who played for him during his tenure they would tell you
he had the ability to get the most out of his athletes and garnered a
great deal of respect and admiration from all the those who participated under his tutelage. Recent Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic
Hall of Fame Inductee, and one of Blaine’s former VHS athletes
Dave Tank stated, “Bob Blaine brought Villard out of the dark ages
and into the modern era of high school sports. He was much more
than an X’s and O’s guy. He instilled in us a strong work ethic,
confidence, and perseverance…all important building blocks for
life. He wanted you to believe in yourself, and no matter what your
background he was willing to help you achieve.”
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William “Bill” Malyon
Glenwood High School, 1964 Graduate
Bill Malyon was one of the shining stars for several of the
Lakers teams at Glenwood High School in the early ‘60s. He
earned a total of 12 varsity letters in four sports.
Fans from that era may boast that track and
field was the sport in which Bill received the greatest amount of acclaim. He was a vital contributor
to three West Central Conference championship
squads. In addition to the three conference titles,
the Lakers won two District 22 championships
(in 1963 and 1964) while finishing second in the
district during his sophomore season.
The jumping events were Bill Malyon’s specialty. During his career, Bill set the Glenwood High
School record in two events: the long jump (with a
leap of 21 feet) and the high hurdles (establishing
the record time of 15.5 seconds). He earned first
place finishes more than two dozen times in his
years as a track athlete. This included becoming
the conference champion in the high hurdles during his sophomore year and winning the District
22 title in the long jump in his final year of prep competition.
Six of Bill’s 12 varsity letters at Glenwood High School
were earned during the spring season. He also garnered three
letters as a baseball player. In his junior year (1963), Bill was
steady at the plate, finishing with a .282 batting average while
tying for the team lead in runs batted in with 15. That
Glenwood squad played some of its best
baseball in the post-season.
The Lakers won a pair of
games in Sub-District play,
after posting just three victories in the regular season.
Bill Malyon earned three
varsity letters playing football,
being honored as a captain of
the Glenwood Lakers in his
senior year. In the fall of 1962,
Bill led the Lakers in touchdowns and points scored, while
leading the team in rushing and
receiving yards. He again led the
Lakers in receiving and rushing
yards in 1963, while being selected
as part of the All-West Central
Conference squad.
During the years that Bill earned
letters in basketball, the Lakers were
treading around the .500 mark in his
sophomore and junior years. Several
pieces fell into place during the 196364 season, which will rank as one of
the most memorable in Glenwood
High School history. That year, the
Lakers won 17 of 23 games, placing
second in a deeply talented West Central Conference. Three of the member
schools in the WCC -- Glenwood,
Benson, and Willmar -- all advanced
to Region competition to be among the
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final 32 teams in Minnesota competing for a State Championship. The team that Bill captained won the District 22 title, to
earn a spot in the Region 6 Tournament. Following the District 22 title win over Melrose, the journalist for
the Pope Country Tribune noted this observation
in his article: “Standing out above all the Lakers
that night was senior forward Bill Malyon, who
almost single handedly led the Lakers to victory
with one of the finest individual fourth quarter
efforts in the history of district basketball.” Glenwood’s bid for the State Tournament was denied
when Benson defeated the Lakers in the Region 6
semifinals, before the Lakers downed Moorhead
to place third. That season, Bill was the Lakers’
second leading scorer behind Doug MacIver who,
like Bill, is among this year’s honored class of individuals being inducted to the Minnewaska Area
Schools Athletic Hall of Fame.
Following graduation from Glenwood High
School, Bill Malyon would enroll at Bethel College
in the Twin Cities. He would continue to show off his athletic
prowess on the collegiate level, earning letters while competing
for the Bethel Royals in football, basketball, and track. In his
years as a track athlete at Bethel, Bill was the second leading
point
scorer on the squad. As a sophomore in 1966, he
set the Bethel school record in the high hurdles.
He graduated from Bethel College with
a biology degree in 1969. Bill met his wife,
Alison, at Bethel College and they married in
1969, one year before he went to Vietnam.
He was drafted into the Army in 1970. Bill
served with the Rangers in Vietnam, teaching English to Vietnamese soldiers for a time.
He then decided to take over the family
farm north of Glenwood and farmed until
his retirement in 2008. Bill and his wife
have 4 children -- Jennifer Blankenship,
Brian Malyon, Molly Seipkes, and Megan
Blondeau. They have 12 grandchildren -nine boys and three girls.
Bill spent several years helping to
coach a backcourt basketball team when
his son, Brian, was in junior high school
in Glenwood.
Bill’s son, Brian, earned varsity letters at both Glenwood High School and
Minnewaska Area High School. Brian
Malyon was part of Minnewaska Area’s
second graduating class in 1993. Bill
joins his son as an inductee into the
Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic
Hall of Fame. Brian was part of the
Hall’s inaugural class in 2014, and is
honored to present his father at this
year’s induction.

Doug MacIver
Glenwood High SSchool, 1965 Graduate
G
Douglas MacIver enjoyed a decorated career as a multiplesport athlete at Glenwood High School in the mid-1960s. This
may have provided the impetus to give back to kids, as Doug
would later impact the Duluth, Minnesota public school system in many positive ways as an educator, coach, and administrator.
A 1965 graduate from Glenwood High School, Doug lettered eight times in three sports: football, basketball, and
baseball. He capped off his prep career on the gridiron with a
selection to the WCC All-Conference team in 1964.
The Glenwood Lakers claimed upper division finishes in the
West Central Conference during each
of the three years Doug played varsity
basketball. The Lakers of 1963-64
won the District 22 basketball championship, and the squad he captained
in the 1964-65 finished as a runnerup in the district. This occurred
during an era when basketball was a
one-class sport. Minnesota would not
introduce a second class in basketball
until the 1970-71 season. Doug’s Lakers finished with 17 victories in his
junior and senior years. He was an
All-West Central Conference selection following both campaigns. In
January of 1965, Doug was recognized
by one of the state’s largest newspapers. The Minneapolis Tribune saluted Doug as one of the “State Prep Cage Stars of the
Week” for scoring a school-record 37 points versus the Morris
Tigers. The West Central Tribune honored him as a selection to the All-Area team in March of that year after being the
second leading scorer in the West Central Conference. Doug
was also recognized with the prestigious Lions Club Award in
1965 from the Glenwood Chapter.
Doug’s talents extended to the baseball diamond as well.
He played varsity baseball at Glenwood for three seasons.
Doug earned All-Conference honors in 1965 when the Lakers
earned a second-place finish in the district. This capped off a
unique trifecta during his senior year: All-Conference honors
in the West Central for each of the three sports he competed
in.
After graduating from Glenwood High School, Douglas
MacIver firmly established his presence in the record books
at the University of Minnesota Morris. He earned four varsity letters each in basketball and baseball. Doug captained the
1968-69 Cougars’ squad and was that team’s Most Valuable
Player. He was a member of the NIC’s All-Conference squad
during his junior and senior years at UMM, and was selected
to the All-NAIA District 13 basketball team following the
1968-69 season. When he graduated from the University of
Minnesota Morris, Doug held the career basketball scoring
and rebounding records.
Doug’s career in education flourished near the shores of
Lake Superior. He was hired at Denfeld High School in Duluth
in 1970 and stayed there until his retirement in 2005. The
Denfeld community warmly embraced “Mac” as a physical
education instructor and coach. He started an innovative twohour Personal Fitness Sports Appreciation class (commonly

referred to as PFSA). Students that enrolled in PFSA learned
the rules, traditions, history, and how to play several sports
and activities that there was no time for in a traditional setting.
During his years in coaching at Duluth Denfeld, Doug assisted in the basketball and baseball programs through his first
four years. He became the Head Coach of the Hunters’ varsity
basketball team for 11 seasons through 1984. “Mac” coached
the Denfeld Cross Country programs from 1970 through 1987.
Six of his Cross Country teams advanced
to state meets, and he was
honored as the Region
7AA Coach of the Year in
1977 and 1981. Later, as
Denfeld Athletic/Activities
Director, Doug oversaw
Title IX and the equal
opportunities for female
athletes. He found innovative ways to fund programs
when the Duluth Public
Schools Board of Education trimmed athletics/
activities to less than one
percent of the District 709
budget. Doug was honored
by his peers as Region 7AA
Athletic Director of the Year
in 1993 and 2003. Today,
he is still connected to kids
and high school activities. Doug is the Executive
Secretary/Treasurer for
Administrative Region 7AA
of the Minnesota State High
School League. He administers all fine arts and athletic
programs for this region of
larger schools in east central
and northeastern Minnesota,
which includes overseeing 44
tournaments.
Doug MacIver has been
honored with a presence
in these Halls of Fame: the
Northern Intercollegiate Conference (inducted in 1990);
the University of Minnesota
Morris Hall of Fame (class
of 1994); the Duluth Denfeld Hall of Fame (inducted
in 2012); and the Minnesota
Athletic Administrators Association Hall of Fame, which
welcomed him with induction
in 2013.
Gloria and Doug MacIver have been married for close to 47
years, raising two daughters (Jennifer Hinnenkamp and Julie
Venhuizen) while proudly enjoying time with three grandchildren.
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Mike E. Shea
Glenwood High School,1965 Graduate
Mike Shea, Sr. was a standout athlete during his formative years
in Pope County, amassing numerous varsity letters in four sports
at Glenwood High School. He would later become an
important contributor during the early years of John
Gagliardi’s coaching career at St. John’s University.
Mike’s adult years have included trying times, but upon
his induction to the Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic
Hall of Fame, he is in a better place spiritually.
As a student-athlete at Glenwood High School, Mike
competed as part of the Lakers’ football, basketball,
baseball, and track teams. He quarterbacked Glenwood’s football team in his junior and senior seasons,
with All-Conference and All-State Honorable Mention
distinction. Beating Alexandria in the fall of 1964 (rare,
for that time) is one of his memorable experiences from
the gridiron. Mike was a guard for the Lakers’ basketball
team, which won the District 22 title in his junior year
(with a third place finish in Region 6 when all schools,
regardless of size, competed in one class). He captained
the Glenwood Lakers in his senior year (1964-65), when the team
shot over 50 percent from the floor and averaged 72 points per game
en route to a runner-up finish in District 22. He was named to the
WCCO All-State Team. Four members of the 1963-64 team have
been named to the Minnewaska Hall of Fame: Mike, Bill Malyon, Bill
Gilman, and Doug MacIver. Mike was the West Central Conference
batting champion in the spring of 1965, finishing with a .550 average.
In his senior year, Mike was a football, basketball, and baseball captain. He excelled on the cinders as a track and field athlete.
His feats included winning the 1965 Region
Six title in the discus while capturing first
place finishes in District 22 in the 440 yard
dash, the discus, and the shot put. His winning toss in the discus of 140 feet, 11 inches
established the District 22 meet record. Mike
also ran a leg of the one-mile relay which won
the District 22 title in his senior year. Overall,
he earned 12 letters as a Laker athlete.
Following graduation from Glenwood High
School, Mike continued his studies and athletic
endeavors at St. John’s University in Collegeville. He earned four letters in both football
and baseball. He played in the backfield for the
Johnnies, taking snaps as quarterback, halfback,
and fullback, and was on the 1965 SJU National
Championship Football Team. In the middle
of his junior year at St. John’s, John Gagliardi
switched Mike to the defensive backfield, where
he intercepted seven passes in just five games to
tie for the lead in the MIAC. As a senior for the
Johnnies, he was an All-MIAC defensive back,
while also earning a spot on the All-NAIA District
13 team (which included Minnesota, the Dakotas,
Iowa, and Wisconsin). He also punted and returned
punts for the Johnnies. As a baseball player at St.
John’s, Mike helped to lead the Johnnies to their
first MIAC championship in 21 years as he batted
over .500 in conference play. He led the Johnnies in
homers and runs batted in for two campaigns, while
also being selected All-MIAC following his junior and
senior seasons. After his collegiate eligibility was used
up, Mike was invited to try out with the Miami Dolphins and Cincinnati Bengals, though he would serve
his country in Vietnam with the U.S. Army.
Page 6

Mike settled back in Glenwood for much of his adult life, serving
as president of Glenwood Rotary and on the Minnesota Funeral Directors Board for eight years. He served as president
of a volunteer board for seven years after Glenwood
High School closed its doors. Mike, along with Steve
Nestor and many other community members, fought
diligently to stop the demolition of the Glenwood
High School building, getting it ready for community use, and working on long-range planning for
the future. The auditorium in what is now known as
Central Square is still in use today.
Adversity struck Mike in the late ‘90s when he
crashed into depression, which caused hardship in
his family. He did not leave his home for more than a
year. In 2004, he entered Minnesota Adult and Teen
Challenge for a two-month stay. Roughly six months
upon returning home, he sank into depression again
and moved to New Hope, where a roommate he met
at MnTC, Jeff Hill, had opened a “whole way” recovery house (Serenity Village #1), along with four others in recovery.
Mike started to write about his struggles, which grew into a publication titled the Carpenter’s Corner, going out to others in recovery.
For three years, he served as a volunteer house manager, while also
becoming involved in outreach ministry to the homeless and those
struggling with addiction. He was united in marriage to Peggy
Murphy in August, 2007 and moved back to Glenwood, while also
commuting to the Twin Cities for Serenity Village Tuesday Recovery
meetings.
In August 2013, Mike began to go back down to Serenity
Village for four days a week (now eight houses and a 30-unit
apartment building with 85 residents). He also began working as a mortician for the first time in 12 years, going to
homes, nursing home facilities, and hospitals for Metro First
Call -- who represent the University of Minnesota donor
program, Mayo Clinic Donor Bequest, Hennepin Medical
Examiner calls, and the Cremation Society of Minnesota.
Many words of life were shared through his writing over
the years and intensified when Mike and Peggy started to
attend Serenity Village Community Church, formed in
December 2012. He and his son, Ryan, spent a number
of hours discussing format, and references to scripture
for the Carpenter Corner that could work in book form,
and continued to write one daily. A dear friend sent
some of these to a publisher and within a few months,
Carlton Garborg came to a Tuesday meeting and stated
he wanted to enter into a contract with Shea for a 68
page devotional journal and a 365 daily devotional.
The 68 page journal, “New Day, New Me” was released
this year and is now in distribution to prisons and jails
in Minnesota, Michigan, and Arizona. The 365 day
devotional titled Serenity—Meditations, Acceptance,
Courage, and Wisdom, was released in September and
is available at a Barnes and Noble. As these publications have come to fruition, Mike, with conviction,
strongly believes that everyone on this planet is in
recovery from something.
Mike’s and Peggy’s children include: Mike,
Jr. (Lara), Ryan (Kinnikkia), Matthew (Jessica),
Andrew (Bria) Shea, and Kati (Tim) Beasley; also
Jordan, Jennifer, and JoElle Johnsrud. Grandchildren: Caleb, Zachary, Sophie, Ellie, Broc, Davis,
Wesley, Lainey Shea and Rue Beasley; also Carter
Dinsmore and Skylar Zenner.

Rick Anderson
Starbuck High School, 1966 Graduate
If a discussion was being held today regarding the best Starbuck
teams, the graduating class of 1966 would likely get shortchanged
regarding their athletic accomplishments. The consecutive district
championships in basketball were still
on the horizon and there wasn’t a playoff
system in place for football. However,
if the discussion was being held in 1966
the local historians would be reveling in
conference championships won in football, basketball, and baseball along with
school records set in the fall and spring.
Rick Anderson was a key performer that
likely would have had those historians
comparing his athletic prowess to that of
his uncles, Alfred and David Aaberg.
Anderson earned 11 athletic letters in
four sports and at the time of his graduation he was a school record holder in
multiple categories. His strong right arm
served him well as a quarterback and
pitcher. Plus, he was fleet of foot as evidenced by his school record time
of 10.4 seconds in the 100 yard dash.
His first athletic letter was for baseball during his freshman year. At
the time it felt a bit awkward for him to be on the varsity. He wondered
if he belonged at that level and he was concerned about how he would
be received by the upperclassmen.
The playoff structure for baseball was different at the time. In
District 21, only four teams qualified for the tournament. Sub-district
games were interspersed with the regular schedule and a team
needed to have the best record among your grouping (for
instance among Benson, Cyrus, Hancock, and Starbuck) to
advance. Benson qualified for the state tournament in 1964
and they were typically the team to beat.
Starbuck had a respectable baseball squad in 1964.
Anderson and his sophomore classmate Greg Martinson
handled most of the pitching duties. Rick recorded the
highlight of any pitcher’s career when he tossed a no-hitter
against Morris while striking out 16 batters.
Anderson’s start to the 1965 season featured a dominant pitching performance versus Elbow Lake. It wasn’t
just that he threw another no-hitter but that he was
involved in every out. There were 20 strikeouts (including four in one inning). The other two outs were on
fielding plays by Rick – a pop out and a grounder that
he turned into an unassisted putout. About the only
thing keeping the infielders involved in the game was
throwing the ball around the horn between outs.
The 1965 baseball team tied for the Lake-to-Prairie conference championship. They squeaked out a
1-0 win against Benson in the sub-district. A 14-3
win in the district semi-finals was their ninth of the
season and advanced them to the district championship game. Wheaton scored just one run in the
finals but their pitcher made it stand up by throwing a no-hitter
against the maroon and gold.
In 1966 Starbuck won an outright conference title enroute to becoming the first team to reach 10 wins in a season. Benson’s 3-2 victory in
an extra inning spoiled the Bucks’ playoff hopes.
The basketball team during Rick’s junior season posted a sub-.500
record. He was an All-Conference selection and was also named to the
Minneapolis Star Tribune’s “State Prep Stars of the Week.” As a senior
the team had a 13-5 regular season record and won the conference
championship. They were the first Starbuck basketball team to average 65 points per game. Anderson was recognized as the MVP of the

league. For his career he averaged 14.5 ppg which tied him with Norris
Stenson for the top spot on that list.
The most successful sport for the SHS class of 1966 was football.
The seven-year span from 1963-1969 encompassed the coaching careers
of Julian Gulsvig and Jerry Lindell. Their teams had an incredible overall record of 55-5-4. Anderson lettered three years in football. He was
a backup quarterback to senior Mark Brenden in 1963 when the team
went 7-1-1 while winning the Pheasant Conference championship.
The starting QB job was Anderson’s as a junior in 1964. The opening game ended in a 13-13 tie with Graceville. It was the third straight
year the teams battled to a draw. Several games into the 1964 season he
came to the realization that many of those upperclassmen that had carried the workload had graduated and that it was now time to fill those
shoes. Rick and his mates responded with eight straight wins (allowing
just three touchdowns) for an unbeaten season and became the first
football team in school history to reach eight victories. For his part,
Anderson was All-Conference and was an Honorable Mention All-State
selection.
It was more of the same in 1965. The team won a third straight
conference title and posted an unbeaten record of eight wins and one
tie with an average of 38 points scored per game. Anderson had a
stellar campaign by averaging over 100 yards rushing per contest and
he became the first quarterback to top 1,000 yards passing in a season
(1,055). His 18 touchdown passes set a school record. He also had 10
rushing touchdowns and three punt return TDs. The season recap in
the Pope County Tribune referred to him as “perhaps the top offensive
threat in the history of the school.”
His involvement in athletics lasted well beyond the SHS years. He
received an athletic scholarship to the University of North Dakota. Rick
started all the freshman football games and had an 85-yard
kickoff return for a touchdown against
NDSU. He started two varsity games for the
Fighting Sioux. A shoulder injury during his
sophomore season contributed to his decision
to hang up the cleats.
Teaching and coaching were goals from the
start. His first opportunity was as a Graduate
Assistant Coach at Mankato State where he was
involved with the junior varsity basketball and
baseball teams. He earned a Master’s Degree
in Physical Education while at Mankato. After
teaching and coaching for several years at a school
in northern Iowa he received a terrific offer from
a school in Alaska. His salary would be more than
tripled to $18,000. Rick and his wife Sue, also a
teacher, made the trek to Sand Point, Alaska which
is in the Aleutian chain of islands.
Anderson loved the Alaska experience at Sand
Point and later at Angoon. He was a teacher, coach,
Athletic Director, and basketball official during the
22-year stay. He started boys and girls basketball
programs although it was tough to convince the boys
to stay in school because during the summer months at
the fishery they were making 2-3 times the money that
teachers were paid in a year. Travel for events between
schools was often a challenge. Ferry boats and airplanes were necessary
modes of transportation. Coaching after being seasick probably wasn’t
included in the initial contract discussion. On one trip, bad weather
caused his teams to be stranded for t-h-i-r-t-e-e-n days at Dutch Harbor, the home of “The Deadliest Catch.” No fancy accommodations,
just sleeping bags and mats in the gym! Anderson was also honored to
be selected on four occasions to officiate at the state basketball tournament in Anchorage.
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Bill D. Bailey
Starbuck High School, Coach,
h 1970
1970-1990
1990
Bill Bailey was the head football coach at Starbuck for 20 seasons.
Those teams had an overall record of 127 wins and 65 losses (66%).
In addition to being successful in the Pheasant Conference the Bucks
played in four state tournaments in a span of five seasons including
an unforgettable run to the state finals in 1981.
Football became his favorite sport at an early age.
Burlington, Iowa was a football hotbed and they started instruction at the elementary level. Although there wasn’t a
football playoff in place the Burlington squad was typically
ranked in the top five among the bigger schools in Iowa.
How couldn’t you be successful when your football coach’s
name is Harold Tackleson? He was one of the winningest
coaches in state history - winning over 80% of his games in
a career that spanned 49 seasons. Burlington had a tradition of ringing a victory bell after their home wins.
Bailey played tight end and defensive back and was
an all-state selection. He also participated in basketball,
baseball (pitcher and first base), and track (pole vault and
hurdles). As a junior the basketball team finished second
in the state tournament at Des Moines. Bailey was not a
starter on that team but the experience was one of the highlights of
his high school athletic career.
He continued to excel at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa.
Between football and track he earned seven varsity letters. Bill was
the rare player that stayed on the field for both offense and defense
and it lead to his becoming an honorable mention selection on the
Lutheran All-American team.
His first teaching job was at Wanamingo, Minnesota. He
was there for three years and coached
football, basketball, and track. Next,
Bill Bailey went home to Burlington
to teach and coach where it had all
started. He would have loved to have
been the head football coach but there
were other assistant coaches on the staff
with impressive credentials and more
years of experience. Eventually he took a
job in the corporate world with Standard
Oil.
Ted Rist was the football coach at
Benson and he was also a Luther College graduate. Bailey’s hopes for leading
a football program were known to Rist.
Following the tragic death of Starbuck’s
football coach in the summer of 1970, Rist
contacted Starbuck banker Tommy Olson,
another Luther alumnus, to mention Bill
Bailey as a potential candidate. Olson then
contacted Ernie Janisch, the principal at Starbuck. During the interview the job was offered to and accepted by Bailey. Bill was already
familiar with this area because his wife Karen (Hustad) had relatives
here. Daughters Mindy and Sheila joined in the move.
During his first six seasons at the helm only the 1974 team posted
a winning record. The next dozen seasons from 1976 through 1987
all were above .500 (94 wins and 25 losses). There was a limited
playoff system in place in the early 1980s. In 1979 and 1980 the
Bucks only had two losses each year but didn’t make the playoffs.
Neal Hofland’s Chokio-Alberta teams were the measuring stick in
the conference. Unless you beat them a playoff berth was unlikely.
The year 1981 was significant for a couple of reasons. Bill Bailey
was inducted into the Luther College Hall of Fame and the Bucks
were ranked among the top 9-man teams in the state. Through the
first six games Starbuck was averaging over 52 points per game and
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had surrendered a total of just two touchdowns. The opponent in
week seven was C-A, also state ranked and on their home turf. Starbuck prevailed 18-7 in a thrilling game that got fans believing that
this team was something special.
A playoff run started with a 43-18 win over
Beardsley then 56-14 over Winsted Holy Trinity.
The state semi-final matchup was against a big and
strong team from Westbrook. Starbuck’s overall
team speed propelled them to a surprisingly lopsided 59-16 win in what Coach Bailey described as
“the best game the Bucks ever played.”
The state championship game was played at Argyle because it was the northern-most team’s turn
to be the host. You can say the conditions were
the same for both teams – brutal – with a frozen
dirt field, bitterly cold temperature and a nasty
wind out of Canada. However, it certainly wasn’t
a tailor-made situation for Starbuck’s style of play
and Argyle prevailed 31-19. The Prep Bowl at the
Metrodome started the following year and would
have been a welcomed venue.
The five-year period from 1981 through 1985 can be termed the
second golden era of Starbuck football as it compares favorably to
the success of the teams from the late 1960s. The Bucks qualified for
successive state tournaments in 1983, 1984 and 1985. Silver Lake
and Norman County West were teams that defeated the locals and
went on to win state titles. Starbuck was even mentioned in Sports
Illustrated for a playoff game against Verdi. Bailey’s teams racked
up 50 wins against just seven losses in the five years. Four players
received all-state recognition during this span including Bob Hagert,
Bill Rutledge, Mike Nelson, and Doug Toivonen.
In Bailey’s 20 seasons his teams won four Pheasant Conference
championships and finished second on five occasions. They were
15-8 in the post season. He particularly enjoyed competing against
well coached teams such as Neal Hofland at C-A, Keith Swanson at
H-K, and Dennis Courneya at Hancock.
In 1982, then Superintendent Ernie Janisch “asked” Bailey for
his signature on a form. It turned out that Bill had just signed on as
the girls’ basketball coach! Three very successful seasons followed
with records of 17-5, 21-1, and 21-2. There were two conference
titles and three district championship trophies collected. All three
seasons ended one game shy of the state tournament. Staples
edged the 1985 team in the region finals and they went on to
become the state champion. Two of the key players for Starbuck
during this time were Cindy Vatthauer, the only girl to surpass
1,000 points, and Jan Doty, the only girl to play Division 1 and
professional basketball.
After retiring Bailey eventually returned to Burlington. He is
involved with an organization that is spearheading a multi-million
dollar project to renovate Bracewell Stadium (PurpleAndGray.org).
The improvements to the football/soccer complex include synthetic
turf, LED lighting, scoreboard, and lockers. Bailey took a particular
interest in having the victory bell refurbished so it can continue to
play a significant role in the tradition of Burlington athletics.
Bailey emphasized that the individual honor he is receiving is to
be shared by many. His family offered support and encouragement
as did the school’s administration and staff. The community was
supportive of all the school activities – sports, music, etc. There were
dedicated and capable assistant coaches along the way, especially
Earl Stottler and David Baukol. Each team had its own character
(and characters). Heartfelt thanks were reserved for the several
hundred athletes he coached with the hope that their efforts and
dedication during their athletic endeavors created good memories
and life lessons.

Bill Rutledge
SStarbuck
b k Hi
Highh SSchool,
h
1982 Graduate
There was a golden era of high school athletics in
Starbuck in the late 1960s with multiple conference
titles, unbeaten football teams, and district champions
in basketball. Athletes in the early 1980s raised the
bar even higher. Bill Rutledge was one of a talented
group of athletes whose sustained success in multiple
sports warranted comparison to the best from the ‘60s.
Rutledge participated in varsity competition in
baseball and track as an eighth grader. The baseball
team finished below .500 but was the only time a team
he was on that had a losing record. In grades 10-12
his teams won 86% of their games (football 26-5,
basketball 64-5, and baseball 31-9).
Bill was an integral part of 11-team championships
in the Pheasant Conference. The first was as a ninth
grader in baseball. They went on to win four consecutive loop crowns. As a junior and senior they lost a
pair of one-run games in the district finals to Sauk
Centre. After giving Starbuck their only loss in 16 contests the Mainstreeters went on to win the 1982 state championship. While most
remember Bill for his daring baserunning and range at shortstop, he
also had a sparkling pitching record of 11 wins and just one loss for
his career.
The track team also won conference titles in 1981 and 1982 while
finishing in the top three at the district level. Of all the success
Rutledge had in multiple sports he listed the accomplishment of the
400 meter relay team as the most pleasant surprise. A school record
time of 44.65 seconds in the 1981 regional earned a state tournament
berth. Bill and running mates Greg Toivonen, Bob Hagert, and Mike
Nelson then captured sixth place at state.
Starbuck was within a coin flip of the
state football tournament in 1979. Literally.
There was a three-way tie for the conference
title and Graceville out-flipped Starbuck and
Chokio-Alberta to go to state. It would be
several more years before section playoffs
were instituted. The Bucks were solid again
in 1980 but their 7-2 record was not good
enough to qualify for the post-season.
Remember that 400 meter relay team?
Wouldn’t that make for a dandy start to a
9-Man football team? The 1981 football
team featured Rutledge at quarterback,
Toivonen and Hagert as running backs,
and Nelson as a wide receiver. Through
six games Starbuck had outscored their
opponents 313-13. The week seven
matchup was for the conference title
and a spot in the playoffs and found the
#3 state-ranked Bucks traveling to #4
ranked Chokio-Alberta. C-A was pretty
much the gold standard in football and
when Starbuck earned an 18-7 win it
was apparent that this team was something special.
After completing an unbeaten regular season at 9-0 Starbuck opened their
state tournament run by defeating Beardsley 43-18. Next
up was Winsted Holy Trinity and their star player Neal Guggemos, a
future player for the Minnesota Vikings. Starbuck prevailed 56-14.
The semi-final opponent was Westbrook. They had already
dispatched the #1 and #2 ranked teams in the state. Rutledge recalled
looking up at some big dudes when he and fellow co-captain Todd
Guggisberg met their opponent for the customary pre-game hand-

shake.
Westbrook’s top defensive unit had surrendered just
two touchdowns on the season. They allowed three
TDs in a wild first quarter that found Starbuck leading
18-16. The Bucks added two more touchdowns in
each quarter while shutting out Westbrook the rest of
the way for a 59-16 win. Starbuck tallied an astounding 597 yards from scrimmage led by Rutledge’s 104
yards rushing (3 touchdowns) and 228 yards passing.
Opposing Coach Bill White spoke of Rutledge as “the
finest high school quarterback I’ve seen.”
Argyle dashed Starbuck’s perfect season with a
31-19 decision for the state title. One year later the
championship football games were played at the Metrodome on a surface that would have been a good fit
for the 1981 Bucks. The team set school records with
12 wins and for averaging nearly 46 points per game.
Rutledge was named the most valuable offensive player
on the Lake Region Echo Press All-Area Football Team and was a
unanimous selection to the 9-Man All-State Team.
One of the accomplishments that Bill was proud of was in basketball when the team won all 30 of their conference games during
his three seasons. This included a thrilling last-second win over a
similarly unbeaten Bellingham team late in 1981. It wasn’t just Pheasant Conference teams that fell during this stretch. Starbuck beat
Minnetonka 64-61 and they posted a record of 13-2 against teams
familiar to the West Central Conference.
Like Tom Wolhowe’s basketball teams from 1967-1969, the Greg
Starns coached Bucks won three straight District championships
from 1980-1982 with wins coming over Glenwood, Parkers Prairie,
and Browerville. Starbuck advanced to the Region
title game each of these years. They lost out to Morris in 1980. In 1981 and 1982 they were unbeaten
at 22-0 before losing to Staples just shy of the state
tournament.
The 1982 team set a school record by averaging
nearly 71 points per game. There were six players
that averaged between 8.3 and 13.7 ppg. An intimidating full-court press often set the pace of the game
that Starbuck wanted. Rutledge is the only player
known to have reached 100 steals in a season and he
did that twice.
Bill was recruited to play baseball at the University
of Minnesota, Morris. The head coach his freshman
year was also an associate scout for the Cincinnati
Reds and arranged a tryout – something Rutledge
termed a highlight of his athletic career. While at Morris he was a gold glove award winner as a junior and
senior.
Rutledge has been at the Red Lake School District
since the late 1980s and said he wouldn’t trade the job
for anything. He has coached football, basketball, and
baseball and received Coach of the Year recognition in
each. They love basketball on the reservation and Bill
had a front row seat as an assistant coach when Wabasso
edged Red Lake 117-113 in perhaps the most exciting
state tournament game ever.
“Starbuck has always been a special place for me.
Wearing the maroon and gold was an honor and I took great pride in
representing our community. I still have great friends and teammates
that gather in Starbuck to do some hunting and reminiscing about
the past and there are always fun stories that get brought up from our
high school days.”
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Greg Toivonen
Starbuck High School, 1982 Graduate
Expectations were high for the athletes in the SHS class of 1982. There were
many letter winners returning from teams
that were successful the prior year. The
football team had just two losses and a
second place finish in the conference. In
basketball their only loss was in the region
finals. The baseball squad was first in the
conference and second in the district and
the track team won the conference and
finished third in the district. As seniors
would they be able to equal or exceed the
previous year’s success?
Greg Toivonen was one of the members
of that talented group of seniors. He had
participated at the varsity level since ninth grade in baseball
and track and he was a starter on the basketball team as a
sophomore. After a couple years away from football he decided to join his buddies for his final year on the gridiron.
It seemed like they had been having fun and Greg didn’t
want to miss out.
A recurring theme of conversations with Greg centered
around the enjoyment he got out of participating in various activities in high school – athletics, band, etc. School
was fun. That was a testament to the teachers, coaches,
classmates, and a very supportive community. Of course
winning a lot of games is bound to add to the fun but
many of Greg’s favorite memories aren’t about specific
game results or individual accomplishments, rather it was
the journey shared with teammates and coaches. Now, as
a teacher and coach in the Alexandria school district he
strives to pay forward those positive experiences.
Toivonen proved to be quite an addition to the 1981
football team. He was a running back along with Bob
Hagert and Scott Knutson. Bill Rutledge was the quarterback. They all would play a sport in college. Rutledge,
Toivonen, and Hagert were three legs of the 400 meter
relay team that had finished in sixth place at the state
track meet. Mike Nelson anchored that relay and also
played wide receiver. Those five players accounted for
57 touchdowns on what would be the highest scoring
football team in Starbuck history at 46 points per game.
Toivonen was the team’s leading scorer with 12 TDs and
30 PATs. Two of his scores were on kickoff returns.
Only conference champions qualified for post-season
play in football and that meant you probably had to
out-duel Chokio-Alberta. That was the storyline in
1981 when the #3 state-ranked Bucks met the #4 ranked
Spartans in week seven. Starbuck prevailed 18-7 then
defeated their remaining opponents to become the first
boy’s team in any sport to reach the state tournament.
Coach Bailey’s squad rolled over Beardsley, Winsted
Holy Trinity, and Westbrook enroute to an appearance
in the 9-Man championship game. Many fans made
the trek to near Canada to witness a 31-19 loss to Argyle, leaving Starbuck with a dandy 12-1 season record.
Tom Wolhowe’s basketball teams won three straight
District 21 titles for Starbuck from 1967-1969. Each
of those teams lost out in the opening round of the
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region. Greg Starns had coached the maroon and gold to
district titles in 1980 and 1981 with records of 20-3 and
22-1. Both teams won first-round region games. The
1982 team was well positioned for a three-peat as most of
the nucleus was returning.
A third straight Pheasant Conference title was
achieved as Starbuck pushed their league winning streak
to 30. The smallest margin of victory in three district
games was 16 points. Herman was defeated to open the
region tourney. For the second straight season Staples
handed Starbuck their only loss – a narrow 45-42 setback
just one win shy of the state tournament. The Bucks
tied a school record with 22 wins and set a new record
by averaging nearly 71 points per game. Toivonen was
one of six players to average between 8.3 and 13.7 points
scored. He was also among the team leaders in assists, steals,
and rebounds.
Even when compared to his
individual and team accomplishments in football and basketball a
compelling argument can be made
that baseball was Greg’s best sport.
He was a starter and all-conference
performer on four conference
championship teams. His fielding range and throwing arm as a
center fielder were the equal of any
in the area. He had a career batting
average of .451. The teams had a
combined record of 24-5 during
his junior and senior seasons while
Greg batted at a .514 clip with 39
runs scored, 31 stolen bases, and
38 RBI. Single game highlights
included his pitching a run-rule
shortened no hitter and also having
a pair of games in which he hit two
homeruns. The team finished as district runner-up to Sauk Centre both
years. As a senior the only loss on
the season was 5-4 in eight innings to
Sauk Centre and they went on to win
the state championship.
Toivonen was also a standout in
track and field. In addition to being on the aforementioned district
record-holding 400 meter relay team
he placed in three other events at the
district level including a first place
finish in the 100 meter dash, second in
the 200 meter dash, and fourth in the
discus.
Getting back to the question of expectations in football, basketball, and
baseball for the 1982 graduates, they
had a total of three losses - one in each
sport. Two of the losses were to state
champions and the third loss was in a
region championship game. Well done!

Doug Toivonen
Starbuck
St
b k Hi
Highh SSchool, 1985 Graduate
Doug Toivonen was named to All-State teams in football and
basketball. The West Central Tribune of Willmar honored him
five times on their All-Area teams including twice each in football
and baseball. To be recognized among the best in the area in three
sports is rare. Among Starbuck athletes it likely makes him a party
of one.
His experiences after high school include being a
two-sport athlete at Concordia College in Moorhead.
He was an All-Conference performer in football and
baseball (team MVP) which lead to being inducted to
the Concordia Hall of Fame. Doug played in several
state amateur (town team) baseball tournaments
and was a key member of state championship teams
in 1990 and 1993 for Red Wing. With a Master’s
Degree in Education he has been in the Red Wing
school district beginning with the 1989-90 term. He
is currently the head coach of the boy’s basketball
team after serving as an assistant coach during a run
of six consecutive state tournament appearances
from 1999-2004. Doug and Lisa’s three children,
Marisa, Isaac, and Travis, are all successful multisport athletes.
Doug has experienced the sporting world as an athlete, coach,
and parent. With those experiences in hand he reflected on his
years in Starbuck. Among the first things he mentioned was how
fortunate he was to have had the coaches he did. The core group
of coaches was the same throughout that period. In football it was
David Baukol in junior high, then the tandem of Bill Bailey and
Earl Stottler at the varsity level. The basketball brain trust included
coach Baukol, Roy Toivonen (Doug’s father), and Greg Starns who
also served as the baseball coach. Between those five they combined for over 100 years of coaching at Starbuck. Doug marveled
at the commitment and continuity in these programs. He wondered how many other schools the size
of Starbuck had coaches that were hall
of famers such as Bailey, Stottler, and
Starns. In addition, Roy Toivonen
was named the 1990 Class A Assistant Coach of the Year in basketball.
Also, anyone associated with Starbuck
athletics since the late 1960s knows the
school was fortunate to have had an
enthusiastic person like David Baukol
involved.
With his dad as the assistant
basketball coach it shouldn’t be too
surprising that Doug’s early memories of Starbuck athletics are hoops
related. As a third grader in 1976 he
got to watch the girl’s basketball team
play in the state tournament at the
Met Center in Bloomington. Two
years later the boys won the 1978
district championship. His older
brother Greg was on three straight
district title teams from 1980-1982.
Between the girls and boys basketball teams, in an 11-year stretch
from the mid ‘70s to the mid ‘80s
Starbuck won a district basketball
championship in 10 of those 11 seasons.

Doug was a starter on the basketball team as a sophomore. The
squad finished with a record of 18-3 and a runner-up finish in
District 22. In his junior season of 1983-84 the Bucks made it five
straight Pheasant Conference championships and added thirdplace hardware in the district. As a senior the team was solid again
with a record of 17-5 and finished second best in the district.
Toivonen scored in double figures in every game
(43 straight) as a junior and senior. His career point
total of 1,077 trailed only Norris Stenson and Wesley
Schultz. He set school records by averaging 20.8
points per game as a senior and 16.8 ppg for his career. He also ranked highly in assists, rebounds, and
free throw percentage. WCCO Prep Parade All-State
Team of the Year honors followed his exceptional
season.
The football team enjoyed great success during
Doug’s four years on the varsity. With a combined
regular season record of 32 wins and just one loss,
Coach Bailey’s footballers had the best stretch in
school history – even when compared to the dominant teams from the 1960s. The Bucks played in the
state football tournament in 1981, 1983, and 1984. In each of those
years they lost to the eventual state champion. With an overall
record of 40-5, that meant the Bucks lost more times to state champions (3) than to non-champions (2).
Doug was named to the 9-Man All-State Football Team as a
safety. He also posted school record numbers as a quarterback
including 45 career touchdown passes and 2,908 career passing
yards. He is the only Starbuck QB to have two seasons of more
than 1,000 yards passing. When he graduated, his 23 rushing TDs
trailed only Bob Nelson (37) and Bob Hagert (25).
Toivonen earned 12 varsity letters, played on nine teams that
won Pheasant Conference championships (plus three runner-ups),
and was an All-Conference selection seven times. His first varsity
letter was for baseball as an 8th grader in
1981. That team finished second in the district. The only loss for the 1982 team was in
an extra inning to Sauk Centre for the district
crown. Sauk Centre went on to win the state
championship.
In 1985, Coach Starns had Starbuck in the
district finals for the third time in five seasons.
This time the Bucks prevailed. The win moved
them to the region tournament and set up a
rematch with Cyrus-Hancock, a team they split
with during the season. A thrilling 6-5 comefrom-behind victory put Starbuck in the finals
but Frazee thwarted the state tournament bid.
The Bucks had an overall record of 55-15
during Toivonen’s five seasons of baseball. As
a pitcher, the right-handed fireballer had a
record of 14-5 with 145 strikeouts in 106 innings
pitched and a sparkling earned run average of
1.39. A memorable game for Doug had him
throwing a no-hitter and hitting a homerun for
the game’s only run. He batted .686 as a senior!
Yup, six-eighty-six. His career numbers included
12 homeruns, 59 RBI, 71 runs scored, and a batting average of .408.
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Heather Pennie-Roy

Villard
d Hi
Highh SSchool,
h l 1990 G
Graduate
d t
Raised on the family farm north of Villard, Heather Pennie enjoyed her
youth growing up in the small western Minnesota town where she found
plenty of opportunities to get involved in a number of
different sports during her elementary and junior high
school years. The experiences gained in her youth would
ultimately propel her into becoming one of the top female
athletes in the history of VHS by the time she graduated
as a three-sport star in the spring of 1990.
The daughter of MacLaren Pennie, an excellent athlete
in his own right for the Mallards in the mid-1960s,
Heather would excel in volleyball, basketball, and fastpitch softball throughout the late 1980s.
Heather’s varsity career began early in the sport of
volleyball where she started as a freshman hitter in the
fall of 1986. She continued to show rapid improvement
throughout her sophomore year which would set the
stage for an outstanding final two seasons for the green
and white. In the fall of 1988, the Mallard six kicked off
the season under new head coach Jan Kapaun. The team
went undefeated in conference play until being bested in
a five set marathon by the Hoffman-Kensington Patriots
led by their star hitter Mary Stark. The Mallards eventually finished second
in the Little 8 Conference as they would lose only one more conference tilt
that season. Finishing in second place was something Pennie and her VHS
teammates would use as a motivating factor to prepare for the 1989 season,
one which would go down as one of the best regular season performances
in the history of high school volleyball in Pope County. It was clear early
on the kind of team the Mallards would have. Led by the veteran Pennie,
the team was also blessed to have a handful of outstanding athletes who
lined up beside her. Senior teammates Jennifer Albers, Angie Thom, and
Jodi Frederick joined Heather in the starting lineup along with juniors Tricia Massman and Jodi Rajdl. Pennie, by now a dominant force as a frontline hitter, led her teammates to victory against
every opponent on their way to an undefeated regular season with several matches
ending very quickly. They breezed through
the regular season and first two rounds of
the playoffs sending them into the District 22
championship match at 24-0 as they prepared
to take on West Central Conference powerhouse Sauk Centre. Played on the Mainstreeters home court, Heather and her teammates
fought valiantly against the Streeters in three
close sets before falling 3-0. Although she left
the court for the last time disappointed, Heather
concluded her career with many accolades for
her superior career including being named a
two-time Little 8 All-Conference selection. As a
senior she was named Little 8 Co-MVP as well as
being named a WCCO Athlete of the Week. Referring to her career, Jan Kapaun stated, “Heather
was a very tough player, who worked as hard as
anyone. She was great hitter who was dominant
during her junior and senior seasons and was one
of the big keys to the tremendous success of Villard
volleyball during that era.”
During the long winter months, Heather was
found back on the hardwood as a member of
the Mallard basketball team. She was also a four-year letter winner as a
roundballer and named a Little 8 honorable mention selection as a forward
during her junior and senior seasons where she was near the top of team
statistics in scoring and rebounding.
With the outstanding career Heather had as a dominant area force
in volleyball, it might be hard to believe that her best sport was arguably
fastpitch softball where she became one of top pitchers in this part of the
state. For coaches and players alike, who were privileged to watch her play,
they witnessed a player with intimidating speed and dominance which was
literally years ahead of most other area prep players of the time.

Page 12

Heather cracked the varsity lineup for Villard as an 8th grader in the
spring of 1986 where she played for the co-op known as the Osakis-Villard
Black Knights. During her sophomore year in 1988, she and
her teammates won the Prairie Conference title. Heather’s
improved consistency in the spring of 1988 would be a prelude
to her two final seasons as Villard joined the cooperative pairing
with Glenwood and Starbuck and moved into the West Central
Conference-South, a conference that had long been dominated
by state powerhouse Morris. Pitching throughout the winter on
an almost daily basis as a junior and senior, Heather developed
from a good pitcher to an outstanding one. A social studies
teacher and coach at Villard in the late 1980s, current Minnewaska Area High School Activities Director Bill Mills said,
“I’ve seen very few athletes in my nearly thirty year career work
as hard as Heather did during those nights in the gym following her basketball practices as a junior and senior. She would
sometimes ask me to serve as her catcher, and when I did I
would marvel at how hard she threw and how accurate she
had become. I left those practice sessions thinking she had the
chance to do something very special on the diamond.”
As it turned out, that was indeed the case. Led by CoCoaches Dave Dziengel and Steve Hoffmann, with Heather on the mound,
the Lakers had a tremendous season finishing in a tie for the conference
championship with Morris. The post-season saw Pennie continue her dominance as Waska won the District 22 championship and the first game of the
Region 6A Tournament at Wadena setting up an epic championship game
which saw Pennie battle the Tigers the entire way before Morris pulled out
a 2-1win in the bottom of the 7th to send them on to the state tournament.
Heather finished her junior campaign with an ERA of 0.79, while striking
out 120 batters and logging 90 innings. She also batted .404! Post-season
honors included being named the WCC Co-MVP, as well as All Conference, All-District, All-Region, and she was chosen as
member of the West Central Tribune All-Area Team.
Her senior year she again dominated on the mound
but the team was stopped by Brandon/Evansville in
District play. As she left the field for the last time as
a senior a number of laurels came her way. She was
again named All-West Central Conference, WCCMVP, All-District, All-Region, and was a member
of the West Central Tribune’s All-Area team. She
capped off her brilliant softball career by being
named to the Class A All-State team as a senior.
When speaking of Heather’s accomplishments on
the diamond, former coach Dave Dziengel said,
“She was very talented, determined, and put a lot
of pride into the work that made her so successful.”
Long time Minnewaska coach Steve Hoffmann
echoed that message by saying, “She was a very
hard worker, and a really tough competitor. I was
really impressed with the dramatic improvements
she made from year to year. Heather Pennie
in the spring of 1989 and 1990 and Christine
Moen, who pitched for Minnewaska from 1995
through 1997, were the hardest throwers I’ve ever
coached.”
After graduation from Villard High School,
Heather attended the University of Minnesota Morris,
and of course played both volleyball and softball. As a collegiate player
Heather also had an excellent career and was named All-Conference and
All-District in both sports and also received the UMM Outstanding Female
Athlete Award.
Following graduation she went on to do graduate work but came back
to UMM where she has worked nearly twenty years as a lecturer, Senior
Women’s Administrator, coach in volleyball, and has been the head fastpitch softball coach for eighteen years. She is a member of the Minnesota
State High School Softball Hall of Fame and was recently inducted into the
University of Minnesota Morris Cougar Athletic Hall of Fame.
Heather, her husband Nathan and one year old daughter Vivian, reside
on a hobby farm near Hancock.

Melissa “Missy” Kath
Minnewaska
Mi
k A
Area Hi
Highh SSchool,
h l 1997 G
Graduate
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Melissa Kath was one of the top student/athletes in Minnewaska
Area High School history. Naturally gifted, she was blessed with
speed, superior athleticism, and intelligence which she used to her
advantage to become an outstanding player lettering
ten times while excelling in volleyball, basketball, and
fastpitch softball during the decade of the 1990s.
In the fall, Missy’s sport of choice was volleyball
where she cracked the varsity line-up as a sophomore
setter, a position she would continue to hold during her three year career. She consistently showed
improvement throughout her years in the Laker
line-up receiving West Central Conference Honorable
Mention honors as a junior, and WCC All-Conference
honors as a senior. Her final season for the blue
and green saw her supplying 126 assists and 27 kills
from the setter position and an amazing string of 126
straight serves without a miss. Dave Moe, Missy’s
volleyball coach in the 1990s, said of her,”… she was
consistent, steady, and extremely reliable. She was an outstanding
setter for us, very intelligent, positive minded, and had a great sense of
where she always was on the court.”
Arguably, Melissa’s most successful sport was girls’ basketball
as she and her teammates routinely dominated their competition
during regular and post-season play for three straight seasons from
1995 through 1997. During that time the Laker cagers won 69 times
against only 17 defeats; including two of those seasons where the team
won a school record 24 games. Kath starred alongside a number of
outstanding players of the era including forward and fellow co-captain
Christine Moen (2015 Minnewaska Area Schools
Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee) and point guard
Carrie Cooley (2014 Minnewaska Area Schools
Hall of Fame Inductee). Missy and company’s
superior court skills, coupled with great team
chemistry in working together toward a common goal, spurred the team to three straight trips
to the Minnesota State High School League Girls’
Basketball Tournament in 1995, 1996, and 1997.
After losing their opening round games in both ’95
and ’96, which dropped them into the consolation
bracket during those years, the Lakers third trip in
1997 proved to be the charm. Missy helped lead
her team to big wins in the Section 8AA Championship against an excellent Roseau team at Concordia
College in Moorhead, and a a week later at the same
venue against Esko in the State Class AA Quarterfinals. The win over the Eskomos set-up an epic semifinal match-up against the top-ranked team in the state:
The Blake School. Given very little chance against
the heavily favored Bears, the Lakers came out fast in
taking an early lead which they never relinquished in
an unforgettable upset. Missy was named the game’s
most outstanding player as the win catapulted the Lakers
into their first ever state title game against arch-rival and
conference foe, New London-Spicer. In the Class AA final, the Lakers
were down by as many as 18 points, but clawed their way back during
the second half. The third quarter ended with a huge jump shot by
Kath to bring the Lakers within six heading into the 4th quarter. They
would get within three, but no closer as the Wildcats triumphed for
their first ever state championship. Although disappointing, the loss
could not diminish the tremendous success of Missy’s senior season
which concluded with a state runner-up finish punctuating the most
successful three year stretch in the history of girls’ basketball in Pope
County. When her career ended on the hardwood, Missy’s accolades

were many. Besides playing in three state tournaments and receiving many team awards, she was named WCC All-Conference and
All-Area her sophomore, junior, and senior seasons. She was also a
Class AA All-State selection as a senior and a member of
the 1997 Class AA All-Tournament Team. She concluded
her playing career as the school’s leading scorer with
1171 points. Additionally, she still holds the record for
most free throws in a career with 229 and is in the top
ten in twenty-one different categories including three
point field goals, field goals made, free throw percentage, assists, steals, and points. When asked to comment
about Missy’s basketball career, her former coach Arden
Hyland said, “Missy was one of the best outside shooters
I ever coached. She always seemed to come up with a big
three pointer when we needed it the most. She also had a
tremendous fake-shot move. I can still remember when
she used it on 6’6” Carolyn Moos from Blake in the 1997
State Tournament. Even the legendary Janet Karvonen
commented on the TV broadcast how great the move was against the
player considered the best in the state at the time.”
Following her winter season, each spring Missy put on her glove
and laced up the spikes as a member of the Laker fastpitch softball
team where she also excelled. Inserted into the line-up as a freshman,
she patrolled the outfield during the team’s run to the Section 6A title
in the spring of 1994 and participated in the State Class A Tournament in the Lakers only appearance to date. As a sophomore, junior,
and senior, Missy
continued her improvement as a player becoming one of the best dual threats in Laker softball
history. As an outfielder, her speed and ability
to track down fly balls and line drives to the
outfield were second to none. At the plate she
had a great eye and her ability to get on base
was exceptional either by base hit, bunting or
drawing a base-on-balls. Once on, she was
virtually unstoppable when it came to stealing bases. By the end of her senior season
in 1997 she had played on teams that went a
combined 64-21 in games of which she was
a part. When she graduated she held seven
team records which included runs scored
in a season, bases-on-balls, stolen bases in
a season and career, outfield assists, and
outfield put-outs. She was named WCC
All-Conference as a sophomore, junior,
and senior, and as a senior received All
Area and Class A All-State honors, and
participated in the state all-star game.
She also co-captained the Lakers in
the spring of 1997 as they won the
West Central Conference Championship. Of her years on the diamond for
MAHS, long time Laker fastpitch softball coach Steve
Hoffmann said, “Missy was one of the top outfielders we’ve ever had,
and had a great eye at the plate with great speed on the bases. She was
one of the best natural athletes I’ve had the privilege to work with in
my 30 years of coaching.”
Following her outstanding athletic career at MAHS, Missy went
on to earn degrees in Elementary Education and Spanish from St.
Thomas University in St. Paul in 2001. She received her Master’s Degree in Education from Walsh University in Ohio in 2011. Today, she
lives with her husband Will and daughter Ella in North Canton, Ohio
where she teaches fourth grade and is the curriculum coordinator for
Fairless Elementary School.
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Christine Moen Meulebroeck
Minnewaska Area High School, 1997 Graduate
The 2015-2016 school term is the silver anniversary year of Minnewaska
Area High School. Athletically, one of the very best during the time period was
Christine Moen. Her skills and tenacious work ethic propelled her into the
limelight at MAHS during the 1990s. A three-sport star who earned 10 letters,
she helped lead the teams of that era to some of the greatest moments in Laker
athletic history.
Christine broke into the volleyball starting lineup as a
sophomore in the fall of 1994 as a front row hitter, a position she would patrol for the next three seasons. She was a
co-captain her senior year and was named to the West Central
All-Conference Honorable Mention squad. Of her volleyball
career, former coach Dave Moe said of Christine, “She was a
three year starter and a very consistent server. She was also a
strong middle hitter and always was a very strong defensive
presence in the lineup.”
As each fall turned to winter, Christine took to the hardwood where she would become one of the elite players in the
area. There was plenty of enthusiasm for Christine and her
classmates as evidenced by 50+ girls going out for basketball
in junior high. By their freshman year it became clear how
special this group was going to be. Led by Moen, Missy Kath
(also a 2015 Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic Hall of Fame
Inductee), and other talented athletes, they dominated area
competition and pushed the varsity players for playing time.
As Christine’s sophomore year approached, she had earned a spot in the
starting lineup as a power forward – able to play the physical game in the paint
and also provide a scoring punch with her deft touch from anywhere around
the basket. The 1994-1995 season was the start of the most successful three
years in Minnewaska girls’ basketball history as the Lakers would win 69 games
and make three consecutive trips to the state tournament. In March of 1995,
Christine played a key role in leading her teammates to a thrilling 63-61 win
over perennial power Hancock at UMM to advance to their first
trip to Williams Arena.
As Christine’s junior season began in 1995, the Lakers were a
team intending to vie for both WCC and Section 6A titles. The
girls’ blew through the season with 18 wins and finished second in
the conference to NL-S. Entering postseason play in Section 6A,
Hancock and Minnewaska were in opposite brackets and would
meet to decide the section title. This time Coach Arden Hyland’s
Lakers prevailed in convincing fashion as Christine led the blue
and green with 18 points. Her offensive prowess and board work,
coupled with the long range scoring of Missy Kath, and the crisp
no-look passing from sophomore Carrie Cooley (2014 Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee), helped
the Lakers sail back to Williams Arena.
They faced stiff competition from state power The Blake
School in the quarterfinal round. The Bears would prove as
good as advertised as they handed the Lakers an opening
game loss, but they rebounded the next morning with a
heart-stopping 48-46 win over Pierz in the consolation
semifinals. Waska finished in sixth place.
By her senior year, Moen had become one of the top
forwards in the state. The team was ranked in the top ten
the entire season and posted an 18-4 record. Two of those
losses were to WCC nemesis NL-S. The first of their two
games with the Wildcats was played at MAHS in front of a standing
room only crowd who came to watch the two highly ranked teams battle it out.
Section realignment meant the girls were now competing in Section 8AA
which featured state power Roseau, led by Megan Taylor, a future Iowa State
scholarship athlete. A much anticipated section championship matchup at Concordia College would pit Christine head-to-head against the Roseau forward.
The game did not disappoint as the Lakers broke away late to win the section
championship 62-53 in front of a huge crowd as Moen out dueled Taylor.
After an opening round win against Esko in the state tournament, Christine
and her teammates headed back to Williams Arena to face a familiar opponent
– the top ranked Blake Bears squad led by All-State forward Carolyn Moos.
Undaunted, Christine would break the one thousand point barrier for her career
with her first basket of the game. Her 16 points and 12 rebounds helped spur
the Lakers to a gigantic upset. Their first appearance in the state finals would pit
the Lakers against their WCC rival - the Wildcats from New London-Spicer. In
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a game that went down to the wire, the Wildcats spoiled the Lakers’ dreams of a
state title with a narrow 55-51 win. Christine’s performance on the court all season long, and especially in the state tournament, was nothing short of spectacular. In six tournament games she scored 122 points while going up against many
of the top players in the state. This included 24 points in the win over Roseau, 26
against Esko, 16 against Blake, and 23 against New London-Spicer in the finals.
Over her three seasons she set a high standard for Minnewaska
girls’ basketball that exists to this day. The awards she received were
many including being selected WCC All-Conference as a junior and
senior as well as West Central Tribune All-Area during those same
seasons. During the 1997 state tournament she was also named a
member of the Class AA State Tournament Team. Two days following the ’97 tournament, her brilliant basketball career was capped
off by being named Class AA All-State.
Today, nearly 20 years after graduating, Christine still holds records for Most Rebounds in a Career and Most Points in a Season.
She is still in the top ten in numerous categories and is the second
leading scorer in school history.
Discussing her career recently, former MAHS girls’ basketball
coach Arden Hyland said of Christine, “She developed a jump shot
at a very early age. She had a unique way of protecting her shot
from not getting blocked by taller opponents. A little known fact
was that Megan Taylor set the state scoring record against us in the
Section 8AA title game in 1997, but we had a player who outscored her for the
game. That player was Christine Moen.”
In the spring, the sport of fastpitch softball also brought Christine accolades
for her many achievements as one of the best two-way players in Laker history –
a hard thrower as a pitcher and a feared power hitter at the plate.
Christine first appeared on the varsity squad as a freshman when she was
a member of the Section 6A Championship and state tournament teams in the
spring of 1994.
As a sophomore she cracked the starting lineup as a pitcher. When she
wasn’t on the mound, she patrolled the shortstop position with
great range and used her strong and accurate arm
to easily throw runners out. In 1995 Christine led
the Lakers to the section championship game against
Morris where Christine pitched the entire game in a
tough 1 run loss.
Never averse to working hard, in the off-season
Christine was frequently found in the gym, often
coming in at 7:00 a.m. to improve her pitching. The
hard work paid off and she continued to improve
both at the plate and on the mound. As a junior, she
received her first selection to the WCC All-Conference
team. As a senior co-captain in 1997, she was once again
dominant leading the Lakers to the WCC championship and a runner-up finish in District 22. Post-season
honors included being named WCC All-Conference, West
Central Tribune All-Area, and Class A All-State Honorable Mention. Upon graduation she held multiple school
records including most home runs in a season and career.
Regarding her career, MAHS Fastpitch Softball Coach Steve
Hoffmann said, “Christine was, along with Heather Pennie
from Villard in the late ‘80s, the hardest thrower I ever had.
She was extremely coachable and a played a key role for us
during those successful teams of the late 1990s. She had a
tremendous work ethic and was always interested in bettering
herself as a pitcher and hitter which was proven by her off-season work habits.
At the plate she was not only one of the most powerful hitters I’ve ever had with
the number of extra-base hits and long home runs she hit, but the timing of
those hits was almost always in clutch situations when we needed her to come
through and she did.”
After graduating from Minnewaska Area High School in 1997, Christine
enrolled at Concordia College in Moorhead where she received a degree in social
studies education while pitching for the Cobbers softball team for four years.
She would go on from Concordia to enter the teaching profession, first at MACCRAY, then Minnewaska, and for the past fourteen years at Sauk Centre. She
recently received her Master’s Degree in Library Science and Information. This
past May, Christine was hired back at Minnewaska Area High School to teach
social studies. MAHS is excited to have her back to share her love of education
and past experiences to a new generation of Lakers. Christine and her husband
Jason live near Sedan and have two children, Madalynn -11 and Owen – 8.

Jack Stackpool
Coach and Athletic Director at GHS and MAHS, 1967-1997
A special thanks to the Pope County Tribune for permission to
reprint portions of past articles on Jack Stackpool.
Glenwood is a long way from Chicago, where Jack Stackpool grew
up. As a senior in high school during 1950-1951, he was well on his
way as a basketball player. He had participated in football, basketball and track during
his school years, but admits that basketball is
his first love. Small wonder, then, that he was
named to the all-city basketball team in his
last year - no small feat in the metropolis of
Chicago.
He continued playing the game at St. John’s
University where he lettered all four years. He
also played service basketball while in the Army
Medical Corps for two years.
In 1957, he began coaching at St. Felix High
School in Wabasha, bringing his team to the
region finals in his second and last year there.
In 1959, he started an eight-year stint at Foley
High School, leading his squads to two titles
in the Central Gopher Conference and taking
second place in the district twice.
In 1967, he moved to Glenwood where he
coached basketball. At Glenwood, Jack Stackpool coached the Lakers
for 15 years, until 1982. During that time, his teams won one district
title (1976) and placed second on two other occasions. For a long
time, Melrose and Starbuck dominated District 22. Melrose had seven
titles during Stackpool’s coaching span and Starbuck had four.
While in Glenwood he taught senior high social studies, coached
boys’ basketball and picked up another title, athletic director.
Through his 25 years of coaching, he had his winning and losing
seasons, but one thing that remained constant was his coaching philosophy.
“I expected the kids to be respectable,” he said. “I told the players
and coaches to be role models for the people they were playing for. If
they took pride in being respectable, everything else fell into place.”
He also used this message in the other sports as
head track coach, assistant football coach and junior
high baseball coach.
Besides coaching in Glenwood, Stackpool was
also a leader in the Minnesota Basketball Association. He was a District 19 coaches representative for
two years while at Foley. He served as the District 22
Coaches representative for five years from Glenwood, was a Region 6 representative to the executive
board of the state Basketball Coaches Association for
five years, also while at Glenwood. He held office of
secretary, treasurer, vice president and finally president
in 1978-1979. He was instrumental in the formation
of the state’s first all star basketball games from 197678. Stackpool was the manager for all three games and
was in charge of player and coach selections, and game
management, among other things. He also established
and worked at many basketball camps around the state.
Stackpool was named Section 6A “Athletic Director
of the Year” in 1979-1980, 1986-1987 and 1995-1996. He was the
athletic director chairman of Region/Section 6A for eight years. He
was also named to the athletic director’s Hall of Fame committee, the
new athletic director workshop, the governor’s conference on physical
fitness, the softball advisory committee and was the moderator and
presenter at the 1993 state athletic director conference.

Jack taught coaching certification classes endorsed by the Minnesota State High School League to candidates wanting a coaching
certificate in Minnesota. He also served three terms as representative
to the Minnesota State High School League governing body Delegate
Assembly.
He was instrumental in the introduction of girls’
athletics to Glenwood High School. In his 25 years
as a coach, and his additional years as an athletic
director, Stackpool has seen a number of changes.
“The introduction of high school athletics for women is one of those outstanding changes.” Stackpool
said. “Years ago, they had the G.A.A. (Girl’s Athletic
Association) programs where they had the gym one
night a week.” Now, however, high school girls have
the same seasons and tournaments as boys.
Jack Stackpool was one busy man back in his
years working at Glenwood and Minnewaska Area
High School. As athletic director at Glenwood High
School and MAHS, he was at nearly all home games
of each sport, plus he attended meetings frequently
in his capacity as a representative to different committees in Glenwood’s district, conference and
region.
All of Stackpool’s work in athletics through
the years, from his first stint as a coach at St. Felix High School in
Wabasha to his last year as a coach in Glenwood in 1982, hasn’t gone
unnoticed. He was inducted into the Minnesota Basketball Coaches
Hall of Fame on Nov. 6, 1987.
It was a grand occasion. Stackpool was one of four inductees
into the hall of fame, his entire family - wife Mary, sons Mike, Dick
and Tom, and daughter Ann - was present and a story of his accomplishment was placed in the Congressional Record by Senator Dave
Durenberger.
John Holsten, who took over the coaching reigns from Stackpool in
1982, recalls not only coaching under Stackpool, the athletic director,
but also coaching across from Stackpool, the coach. Holsten was at
Long Prairie then. “He was always well-prepared,” Holsten said. “And
they (players) played hard for him. There seemed to be good
rapport between Jack and his players at all times.”
His communicating techniques also carry through in his role
as an athletic director. “If you want something and have a good
reason, it’s going to get done,” Holsten said. “He has a good
empathy for all of the coaches on the staff.”
Jack’s motto as President of the Minnesota Basketball
Coaches Association:
“To win the game is great”
“To play the game is greater”
“To love the game is greatest”
Coaching had its ups and downs through Stackpool’s 25
years, but one philosophy remained prevalent in his teams:
the idea of self discipline. “I always wanted to have a respectable team,” Stackpool said. “I told the players to discipline
themselves, that if they valued playing basketball, then they
were to do what was expected of them (on and off the court)
in order to do that.”
Stackpool stopped coaching in 1982 after 25 years and
stopped teaching in 1991. Stackpool’s days as athletic director ended
at Minnewaska Area High School the summer of 1997. Jack was the
first athletic director at MAHS.
Jack Stackpool and his wife Mary reside in Glenwood, and have
three sons, Mike, Dick and Tom, and one daughter Ann.
Congratulations to Jack Stackpool, 2015 Minnewaska Area Schools
Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee.
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The Minnewaska Laker Foundation Mission
The Minnewaska Laker Foundation was formed in September 2007 as a non-profit tax exempt
organization, to support and improve the activities programs (including athletics, fine arts, music
and academic activities) of the Minnewaska Area School District #2149. Our mission is to maximize
educational opportunities for students to participate in Minnewaska Laker activities, by:
• Keeping activity fees affordable
• Supporting students and activities
• Building ties among alumni, the Minnewaska schools, communities, and the current students
• Emphasizing concepts learned through participation in sports, band, choir and other activities that
carry over to academics and personal development.

Needs

The high costs of activities fees are a particular burden in the Minnewaska Area School District.
Anything the Foundation can do to help reduce the activity fees may make a significant difference
in whether many students and their families feel they can afford to participate in activities. There are
also needs for equipment, uniforms, and infrastructure associated with activities.

Who We Serve

The Minnewaska Laker Foundation serves the girls and boys in the Minnewaska Area Schools
junior and senior high school. These boys and girls are from the following communities: Glenwood,
Starbuck, Villard, Lowry, Sedan and Terrace. The Laker Foundation encourages students to participate in fine arts, music, athletics, and academic activities, by helping assure that these opportunities
continue, and by helping keep them affordable for students and their families.

The Value of Activities for Students and the Community

Past Hall of
Fame Inductees
Erwin Haldorson
Glenwood High School
Art Olson
Glenwood High School
Clifford Hansen
Glenwood High School
Paul R. Hoplin
Glenwood High School
Harry Haldorson
Glenwood High School
David Hagen
Glenwood HIgh School
Richard “Gus” Mundinger
Glenwood High School
Jerry “Jeke” Olson
Glenwood High School
Donald Branby
Glenwood High School

The Laker Foundation is aware that the community values the educational opportunities afforded
by participation in activities and wants to help assure this continues. On average, 75% of students in
grades 7-12 participate in at least one school-sponsored activity. We hope to encourage even higher
participation in the future. Activities support the academic mission of schools and are an extension
of a good educational program. Students in activity programs tend to have higher grade-point averages, better attendance records, lower dropout rates and fewer discipline problems than students
generally. Activity programs provide valuable lessons in teamwork, sportsmanship, and hard work,
and students learn self-discipline and leadership, build self-confidence, and develop skills that carry
through the rest of their lives.

Walter “Bud” Hausken
Glenwood High School

Donations

Bill Gilman
Glenwood High School

Your donations are greatly appreciated and qualify as tax-deductible charitable donations.
Investing in the health of our schools and community is especially important during times when
State and Federal funding is scarce and unpredictable. As community members, it is our right and
responsibility to ensure that our youth have the tools they need to reach their full potential.
We invite you to participate in this special opportunity. Your gift will benefit countless generations
of children and make it possible to expand and enhance the activities in the Minnewaska Area
School District for our children today. Please visit www.minnewaskalakerfoundation.org to contribute to the Minnewaska Laker Foundation.

Hall of Fame Criteria
The primary factors for Hall of Fame consideration are outstanding individual performance or team
success at the high school level while at Glenwood, Starbuck, Villard, and/or Minnewaska Area
High School. Voters can consider post-high school accomplishments in their evaluation of players.
Voters can also consider “character” in their evaluation of candidates.
Eligibility
· Athletes are eligible after a ten year waiting period. For instance, the earliest a 2003 high school
graduate could be inducted to the Hall of Fame would be with the class of 2014.
· Coaches are eligible after a two year waiting period following their retirement as a coach from
Glenwood, Starbuck, Villard, or Minnewaska Area High School.
· Teams are eligible after a ten year waiting period.
· At-Large (media, game officials, administrators, community leaders) are eligible after fifteen years
of noteworthy involvement with any of the four previously mentioned schools.
· Extenuating circumstances can be considered regarding waiting periods.
We are now accepting nominations for 2016. Nomination forms may be found on the Minnewaska
Area High School website. Please go to www.minnewaska.k12.mn.us and look under the “Athletic Hall
of Fame” section.
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John Benson
Glenwood High School
Norris Stenson
Starbuck High School
David Tank
Villard High School

Robert (Bob) Nelson
Starbuck High School
Todd Brenden
Starbuck High School
1973 GHS Boys
State Track Team
John Gloege
Glenwood High School
Melrene Nygaard
Millerbernd
Starbuck High School
Carol Skurat Baumann
Villard High School
Tom Stackpool
Glenwood High School
Samantha Mattson Gulon
Glenwood High School
Jennifer Mattson Wegner
Glenwood High School
Brian Malyon
Minnewaska Area HS
Carrie Cooley
Minnewaska Area HS

Minnewaska Hall of Fame Committee members include
(L to R) Bill Mills, Matt Pederson, Jennifer Mattson Wegner,
Barb Ostrander, Dave McClurg and Dave Dziengel.

The MAHS Hall of Fame inductees are
displayed near the varsity gym entrance.

A special thank you to the
Minnewaska Jaycees for their
generous donation, helping make
this day a big success
THE POPE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
CELEBRATES OUR ATHLETES

Explore the history and tradition of sport in our community through our collection of
artifacts, photographs, yearbooks, and personal files. From turn of the century baseball
uniforms, to ski jump footage, to clippings of last week’s game, we track local history.

The Pope County Museum
809 South Lakeshore Drive
Glenwood, Minnesota 56334

320-634-3293

popecountymuseum@gmail.com
popecountymuseum.com
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday •10-5
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