
MAS Families,                                  October 15, 2020
 

The purpose of this letter is to provide updated information that will help you plan for the new transportation schedule 
changes we are planning to implement Tuesday, October 20, 2020. 
 
After sending our original letter announcing these changes to our transportation program and new school drop-off times, we 
received healthy feedback from some families sharing their concerns. We are committed to meeting the needs of our families and 
for this reason have been working on solutions to address these the primary concerns which centered around two themes: 
 

Primary Concern #1 at MAS Elementary School and MAS Middle School: 
● The new 7:55 a.m. drop-off time was too late for some families. They expressed concerns that one or both parents had to be at 

work or at other community functions by 8:00 a.m. and inquired if the school district would be willing to provide childcare 
for their children if they continued to be dropped-off at 7:45 a.m. 

 
          Response to Concern #1 at MAS Elementary School: 

● In an effort to meet the needs of these families, we have decided to continue to provide supervision for children of families 
who need to drop-off between 7:45 a.m. and 7:55 a.m.  There will be no charge or added cost to families for this service. 
Students who arrive during this window will be directed to our cafeteria with the option of having breakfast at this time. 

 
We do ask that families who can adjust to the new drop-off time of 7:55 a.m. please do so.  This will help us limit 
potential virus exposures between student groups as well as provide valuable planning time for our teachers..  Our goal is to 
offer support to families who may not have the flexibility to change their drop off-time due to work or other commitments. 
 
In addition, families currently using our School Age Childcare Program can continue to drop-off (from 6:00 a.m. to 7:45 
a.m.) students as they have in the past.   They will continue to pay for this childcare through the School Age Childcare 
Program as the times and requirements for this program will not change.  

 
Response to Concern #1 at MAS Middle/High Schools: 

● In an effort to meet the needs of these families, we have decided to continue to provide supervision for children of families 
who need to drop-off between 7:45 a.m. and 7:55 a.m.  There will be no charge or added cost to families for this service. 
Students who arrive during this window will be directed to our cafeteria with the option of having breakfast at this time. 

 
We do ask that families who can adjust to the new drop-off time of 7:55 a.m. please do so.  This will help us limit 
potential virus exposures between student groups as well as provide valuable planning time for our teachers.  Our goal is to 
offer support to families who may not have the flexibility to change their drop off-time due to work or other commitments. 
 

Primary Concern #2:  
● Several families indicated the 10 minute window (drop-off at 7:55 a.m. at one school site and 8:05 a.m. drop-off at the other 

school site) was too tight. Families were concerned they might not be able to travel the distance between the two sites in a 
safe and timely manner and were also concerned their children may be marked tardy.  

  
Response to Concern #2 for ALL MAS Schools: 

● All of you are encouraged to consider using this new option: There will be seven buses dropping-off at the elementary site 
by 7:55 am and eight buses dropping-off at the MS/HS site by 7:55 a.m.  All of these buses will then leave each site to travel 
to the alternate site to drop-off students by 8:05 a.m.  We intend these buses to serve as shuttles for any students who are 
dropped off at one site and need to travel to the other site. For example, I could drop-off all three of my children at the 
elementary school at 7:50 a.m.  The child that attends the elementary school may enter the building. My other two children 
can get on one of the seven buses and be transported to the MS/HS they attend. There is no charge for this service. In 
addition, safe distancing guidelines can be followed as there are seven or eight different buses they may board. 

 
● In addition, in the first couple weeks of implementing this revised transportation plan, no students will be recorded as 

tardy as long as long as they are focused on making their way into school and proceeding to their intended destination.  
 

In the past, some of our students have been riding the buses for just short of two hours. On some days, the shuttle bus between the 
schools had students sitting on them for as long as 25 minutes. We feel we can do better in both situations. We also do not want 
these changes to be disruptive for families. We sincerely appreciate families who recognized a concern and took the time to share it 
with us.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call your child’s school level office.  
 
Most Respectfully, 

 
  

Rick Ellingworth  
Interim Superintendent • rellingworth@isd2149.org • w 320.239.4820 x1470  
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