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2021-2022

COVID-19 Operational Plan
for Students, Families &

Guests

This plan is open for public comment from August
10-20, 2021. All District 2149 stakeholders are

welcome to complete this form to share their
feedback.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZ5l5PEuPwT-yAHB93i7lzYp6yKfaCN7gggq5OvNrmuzjlwg/viewform?usp=sf_link


INTRODUCTION

Minnewaska Area Schools 2021-2022 School Opening Plan

The health and safety of MAS students and staff while providing a high-quality educational
experience is always the top priority of MAS.

The MAS 2021-22 School Opening Plan was created using recommendations from the
Minnesota Department of Education, Minnesota Department of Health, Pope County and
Horizon Public Health data, and individual feedback from each family. This plan has been
reviewed by our district Current Incident Command Team (CICT) and the school board
members. As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to change rapidly, this plan will be
updated to reflect any shift in protocol, guidance, and/or requirements.

Minnewaska Area Schools will return to in-person school operations and programming
in the fall of 2021. This includes:

● All students will be in school five days/week.
● Normal start and end times will be in place.
● Sites will return to their typical days and hours of operation.
● Students in grades 7-12 will resume the seven-period schedule.
● Students will have lunch in the lunchroom.
● Students will transition from class to class, following a normal schedule.
● Special area classes will be held in their classrooms.
● MAS will continue to have COVID-19 positive students quarantine and conduct

contract tracing, informing close contacts in order to monitor for symptoms.
● Students and families that have COVID-19 safety concerns will have access to

alternative learning opportunities. Contact your respective school office for
more information.

Face Coverings are strongly encouraged, however, not required at this time
On August 4, the Minnesota Department of Education issued guidance that highly
recommends masks but isn’t making them mandatory; MAS plans to follow this guidance, with
masks being recommended but not required based on current local COVID-19 infection rates.
Face coverings are still required while on a school bus per federal guidelines.

Physical Distancing
There are no physical distancing requirements, however, social distancing practices will be
followed when practical and applicable.

Vaccines
Vaccinations are not required for students, staff, or visitors/volunteers. Along with the CDC
and the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), we strongly recommend people to get
vaccinated, when eligible. For more information about vaccinations and to schedule an
appointment, visit the MDH website. We also strongly recommend families and students
get tested regularly. Find a testing site near you by visiting MDH website.

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/vaccine/index.html
https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/testing-locations/index.jsp


Cleaning and Maintaining Healthy Facilities, including Improving Ventilation
● HVAC systems are running to maximize airflow and monitor air quality.
● Cleaning practices continue to support mitigation of COVID 19.
● Routine cleaning is scheduled when students and teachers are not occupying the

space.
● Drinking fountains and water refill stations are open with no restrictions.
● Temperature checks will continue at the building entrances.

Quarantine and Isolation
● Self-screening for symptoms of illness is a practice that keeps us all safe. If you are ill,

stay home. MAS Self-Health-Checklist
● MAS will continue to inform families with E-6 students when they may have

been exposed to a COVID-19 positive.
● Alternative learning options are available if quarantined.
● We are mandated to report any positive cases to the Minnesota Department of

Health.
● Our current practice regarding someone who is in close contact with a person who is

COVID positive is to notify any staff, student, or family members of close contact with
a positive case and ask them to monitor their symptoms closely.

Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette
Students will continue to be encouraged to wash their hands with soap and water during
bathroom breaks, before meals, and any time facial tissues are used.

Materials/Meals
MAS food services have established material and food procedures that meet the
requirements of the Minnesota Department of Health, Food and Drug Administration, and
Minnesota Department of Education.

Accommodations for Special Populations
Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and safety
policies and procedures will be provided. To learn more about accommodations, parents
should contact his/her child’s case manager.

Coordination with State / Local Health Officials
MAS will continue to collaborate with state and local public health officials.

Visitors/Volunteers
Visitors and volunteers who are ill are not to enter a MAS building. Visitors and volunteers
will follow regular protocols when checking in at each school building during the day.
Family members will not be allowed to join students during the school day for birthday
celebrations or lunch.

We recommend every student and family regularly review the following:
This COVID-19 operational plan and take responsibility to follow its recommendations and

https://www.minnewaska.k12.mn.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Self-Health-Checklist-Updated-9_7_20.pdf


requirements;

1. The Minnesota Department of Health COVID-19 website for updated guidance, and

This plan is updated as needed and follows all applicable executive orders, and current
guidance and standards from the MDH, Minnesota Department of Education (MDE), the CDC,
and federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). If you have questions
about the plan, contact your principal or program coordinator.

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/
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Assessing and Handling Illness

Horizon Public health agencies will continue to guide our decision-making process and the
Minnesota Department of Health Recommended COVID-19 Decision Tree and Minnesota
Department of Health Recommendations for Handling a Confirmed Case of COVID-19 will act
as guidance to help determine protocol and next steps related to monitoring, quarantining
and notification. The district is required to report all positive COVID-19 cases to MDH. And all
families are required to report their student(s) positive test results to their building.

All staff and students who intend to participate in person are STRONGLY RECOMMENDED to
get tested for COVID-19 regularly. Review the MDH COVID-19 Testing Recommendations to
help determine when/if you need to be tested. Find a testing site near you by visiting MDH
website.

Experiencing Symptoms
Anyone experiencing illness should follow the above decision tree, stay home, and are
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED to get tested. Refer to the first and second paths in the decision
tree to determine the most appropriate course of action. Siblings and other household
members can continue to attend in-person school and activities.

● Symptoms of COVID-19 can include fever, cough, shortness of breath, chills,
headache, muscle pain, sore throat, fatigue, congestion or runny nose, or loss of taste
or smell. Other less common symptoms include gastrointestinal symptoms like
nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.

However, if a person has had lab-confirmed COVID-19 in the past 90 days and is experiencing
symptoms consistent with COVID-19, retesting is not recommended. The person should follow
the above decision tree and remain home until symptoms have improved and they have been
fever-free for 24 hours. Siblings and other household members can continue to attend
in-person school and activities.

If a student is symptomatic at school, the school will notify a parent/guardian for the student to
be picked up and the student will be REQUIRED to wear a mask while waiting.

Positive COVID-19 Test
If a person tests positive for COVID-19 and has symptoms, they are REQUIRED to stay home
and isolate for at least 10 days from the time the symptoms begin until symptoms have
improved AND they have been fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing
medication. All families are required to report their student(s) positive test results to their
building. The building is required to report positive COVID-19 tests to MDH through the
RedCap portal.

If the person tests positive for COVID-19 and does not have symptoms, they are REQUIRED to
stay home for 10 days beginning the day they were tested. Community members are
encouraged to reach out to those people they determine to be close contacts when they are
the positive case. All families are required to report their student(s) positive test results to their
building. If a household member tests positive, all household members must stay home for 14

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/casehandle.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/casehandle.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/testrecs.pdf
https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/testing-locations/index.jsp
https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/testing-locations/index.jsp


days if able to separate or 21 if unable to separate.

Additional mitigation strategies may be implemented in the classroom in which the positive
case was identified.

If a school learns of a positive COVID-19 test during school hours, the administration will notify
a parent/guardian for the student to be picked up and the student will be REQUIRED to wear a
mask while waiting.

Close Contact (Close Contact Definition: anyone within 6 ft for15 minutes total (within
24hours) 2 days prior to symptoms or testing positive.)
Students can be excluded as a close contact if the student and the positive case they were
correctly wearing a well-fitting face-covering near the positive case AND prevention strategies
(e.g. ventilation, cleaning and disinfection, respiratory etiquette and hygiene) were in place.
Everyone is STRONGLY RECOMMENDED to test frequently.

Students who are fully vaccinated and have been identified as a close contact to a positive
case (whether in school or not) do not need to stay home or quarantine but are STRONGLY
RECOMMENDED to get tested three to five days after exposure. Close contacts are also
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED to wear a face-covering indoors in public for 14 days following
exposure OR until the test result is negative.

Students who are not fully vaccinated and have been identified as a close contact to a positive
case are STRONGLY RECOMMENDED to get tested and stay home for 10 days if they are not
tested. They are STRONGLY RECOMMENDED to stay home for seven days, if between day five
and seven they produced a negative PCR test. If the close contact becomes symptomatic, it is
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED they isolate and get tested. However, MDH asserts 14-day
quarantine is the safest recommendation for people who have been exposed to COVID-19.

Everyone is encouraged to reach out to those people they determine to be close contacts
when they are the positive case. All families are required to report their student(s) positive test
results to their building.

Notification
Program/E-6 classroom participants and their families will be notified of a positive case with a
general notification letter when a case is reported. The District 2149 COVID-19 Dashboard will
only be updated with information related to Minnewaska Area School District, including
vaccination rates and case rates.

All families are required to report their student(s) positive test results to their building.

Testing
Based on current levels of community spread across Minnesota, the CDC and MDH
recommend that all unvaccinated school-age children and school staff should get tested for
COVID-19 at least weekly throughout the school year. Unvaccinated children involved in any
extracurricular activities or sports should be tested more frequently. Vaccinated students and
school staff should get tested if they are experiencing or were exposed to someone who has
COVID-19.



The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) and Minnesota Department of Health (MDH)
have announced COVID-19 testing resources that will be available for schools this year. Our
team is reviewing all of the options and working to determine what our local COVID-19 testing
plan will look like. We will continue to share updates as plans come together over the next few
weeks.

Face Coverings

Current guidance from both the CDC and MDH (as of July 28, 2021) STRONGLY RECOMMENDS
the following for K-12 schools:

● Face coverings are worn indoors by all individuals (age 2 and older), regardless of
vaccination status.

● Face coverings worn outdoors by people who are not fully vaccinated and are in
areas with substantially high or high transmission rates based upon local and school
district data, in crowded outdoor settings, or during activities that involve sustained
close contact with other people who are not fully vaccinated.

Face coverings are REQUIRED to be worn by all staff and students riding in District 2149 school
buses and other vehicles as part of instructional programming (e.g. to and from school, field
trips, educational outings), and co-curricular activities (e.g. after-school sports and other
activities, high school athletics, etc) per the CDC’s federal order.

The following face coverings are acceptable:
● Paper or disposable mask;
● Cloth face mask;
● Scarf;
● Neck gaiter;
● Bandana;
● Religious face covering, and
● Medical-grade masks and respirators.

Social Distancing

Social distancing (also called physical distancing) means keeping space between yourself and
other people outside of your home. Social distancing continues to
be a critical tool in decreasing the spread of COVID-19. The CDC
STRONGLY RECOMMENDS schools maintain at least 3 feet of
physical distancing between students within a classroom. When it
is not possible to maintain a physical distance of at least 3 feet, we
may layer additional mitigation strategies. All persons in the
building and on district transportation must do their best to
provide as much space as possible between themselves and other
people.

Floor markings will be placed at building entrances, service
counters and throughout the school to indicate where people

https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/masks/mask-travel-guidance.html


should stand and provide directional flow and spacing for social distancing.

Signage will be posted in all district buildings promoting health and safety.

Hygiene and Cleaning Practices

Proper hygiene practices such as frequent handwashing with soap and water, cleaning hands
using hand sanitizer and disinfecting surfaces will be implemented and taught at all schools.

● Appropriate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors (e.g., soap, hand sanitizer,
paper towels, disinfectant) will be available and strategically placed in areas where
they may be/are frequently used.

● Schools will build routines of hand hygiene into the daily school schedule for all
students and staff, including handwashing and sanitation breaks during or between
classroom activities.

● HEPA filters will remain in all instructional spaces and buildings.

Regular cleaning and disinfection of our learning spaces and vehicles will continue, and they
will be cleaned and disinfected regularly using disinfectant products that are approved and
effective against the COVID-19 virus.

Food and Nutrition Services

All meals throughout the 2021-22 school year are free, regardless of eligibility, for all District
2149 students ages 18 and younger, due to special funding from the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture.
For more information regarding additional benefits for families who qualify for Education/Meal
Benefits go to MAS Food Service The District 2149 Food and Nutrition Services Department
will follow practices consistent with MDH, MDE and CDC health and safety guidelines when
serving students in our schools.

Transportation

All staff and students riding in District 2149 vehicles and buses are REQUIRED to wear a face
covering/mask, per the CDC’s federal order.

Bus ride recommendations including boarding, seating and school arrival:
● Students from the same household are encouraged to sit together.
● Windows and roof hatches will be opened to the extent weather permits to increase

airflow and circulation.
● Buses will be cleaned and disinfected regularly using disinfectant products that are

approved by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for effective use against
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. The cleaning will focus on frequently
touched surfaces in the vehicle.

https://www.minnewaska.k12.mn.us/departments/food-services/
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/masks/mask-travel-guidance.html


● Doors and windows will be open when cleaning the vehicle and between trips to let
the vehicles thoroughly air out.

Technology and Internet Access

Every student K-12+ has access to a district-owned device. The district will assist families who
need access to the internet. Technical support is provided for students and families.

● Zoom, Schoology, and Seesaw are the tools used to connect students and teachers.

Hot spots are available for students who do not have reliable access to the internet. Contact
your school directly to submit a request for a free hotspot.

Athletics, Activities, Enrichment and Community Facility Use

Out-of-School-Time Classes and Activities
Engaging, enriching and inspiring opportunities for students during non-school hours is an
important component of a well-rounded education. Therefore:

● Band and instrumental music programming is safer when conducted outdoors.
● When inside, provide as much space as possible between participants.
● Personal protective equipment, including instrument bell covers, HEPA filters in

instructional space, and sanitizers and cleaning products, will be available.

Athletics and Activities (see this website for MSHSL COVID-19 Information)
Students are able to participate in athletics and activities according to guidelines set forth by
the Minnesota State High School League and MDH.

Facility Use
District facilities are available for community use according to guidelines set forth by the
Minnesota Department of Health.

Mental Health and Wellness

The COVID-19 pandemic is causing a tremendous amount of stress, fear, and anxiety for many
people. It’s normal to be experiencing these feelings right now. And it is important to be gentle
with yourself and others and to take steps to support both your own and your family’s mental
well-being. Your school staff is available to guide you to additional available resources, both
within the district and within the community.

Mental Health Resources
Supporting Mental Wellbeing During COVID-19
Mental Health Support
Tips and Resources for Children and Parents During COVID-19
Helping Children Cope
Find Your Happy Place

https://www.mshsl.org/mshsl-covid-19-information
http://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/mentalhealth/support.html
http://mn.gov/covid19/for-minnesotans/get-help/mental-health.jsp
http://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/mentalhealth/children
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/for-parents.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/behavioral/anxiety.pdf


Communication

A physical copy of this plan is available at every building in the front office. All staff, students,
families and visitors are expected to comply with and follow the established guidelines and
protocols in this plan for the health and safety of our community. Site leaders and supervisors are
expected to ensure compliance with these provisions and support employees as needed.

More Information

If you have questions about anything in this 2021-22 COVID-19 Operational Plan for Students,
Families & Guests plan, talk with your principal first. If you have further questions, contact a
member of the Pandemic Operational Plan Team:

Chip Rankin, Superintendent, crankin@isd2149.org
Megan Boutain, School District Nurse, mboutain@isd2149.org
Scott Lempka, E-3 Principal, slempka@isd2149.org
Sarah Suchy, 4-8 Principal ssuchy@isd2149.org
Nate Meissner, 9-12 Principal, nmeissner@isd2149.org
Bill Mills, Community Education/Activities Director, bmills@isd2149.org
Amanda Ogdahl, E-12 Mental Health Professional, aogdahl@isd2149.org

ISD 2149 Board Approved on Aug 23, 2021
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