FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Minnewaska Area Schools Superintendent Chip Rankin Receives Positive Performance
Review for 2024-2025

Glenwood, MN = July 22, 2025—The Minnewaska Area School Board has completed its annual
evaluation of Superintendent Chip Rankin for the 2024-2025 school year and is pleased to
report a strong performance marked by continued leadership, effective communication, and
unwavering commitment to the district’s future.

Mr. Rankin continues to be a visible and engaged leader in both school and community
settings, building strong relationships and trust through transparent communication and
meaningful involvement. His leadership has been particularly instrumental in navigating the
district through major initiatives, including efforts to address the region’s childcare crisis and
the planning of a $25 million bond referendum to appear on the ballot this November.

The Board commends Mr. Rankin’'s diligence and strategic approach to financial oversight
during a time of fiscal uncertainty. His work in maintaining a stable financial outlook and
offering realistic solutions to budget challenges is deeply appreciated. Additionally, his
successful efforts in securing a $1 million contribution from Pope County for daycare
expansion stand out as a major achievement for both the school and the broader community.

Throughout the past year, Mr. Rankin has ensured that the Board remains informed and
engaged in all aspects of district business. His proactive communication on key issues has
helped foster unity and shared understanding across the leadership team. While some
aspects of larger initiatives, such as the bond referendum, have presented complex and
evolving challenges, the Board recognizes the scope and scale of these projects and
appreciates the thoughtful work put into developing clear and informed strategies moving
forward.

As the district nears the end of its current strategic roadmap in 2025, the Board encourages
Mr. Rankin to continue shaping a renewed long-term vision that will position Minnewaska
Area Schools for success through 2040 and beyond. His continued commitment to student
achievement, community connection, and proactive problem-solving makes him the right
leader to guide the district through this next chapter.

“We're incredibly grateful for Chip's steady and engaged leadership,” said School Board Chair
Chad Barsness. “He continues to be a strong advocate for our students, staff, and community.
His thoughtful approach to both long-range planning and day-to-day operations gives our
district a clear direction and a sense of stability as we move into an important chapter of
growth.”

The Minnewaska Area School Board expresses its gratitude to Superintendent Rankin for his
leadership and dedication and looks forward to his continued service to the students, staff,
and families of the district.
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